
 

   
 
 
Co-Presidents’ Letter                                            
 
 
Dear Quilting Friends:  
 
As we approach the month of holidays and giving and planning for our March Guild 
Show, gift lists are growing and maybe it’s time to assess our accomplishments 
with a pat on the back. We feel our members are a group of generous people who 
give gifts throughout the year to wounded soldiers and sick children who are 
hospitalized as well as reaching out to our own members in times of personal 
crisis. 

This month can be a good time to finish up some orphan projects or whip up some 
small gift items. Keep in mind gifting to those most in need as well as your nearest 
and dearest.  Those of you who took Jennifer Horan’s small zippered bag 
workshop can now make an easy tote for all those in your list. You also have 
learned to make an easy small pocketbook (the Runaround Purse) from Judy 
Kotkin, Jeanne Capalbo, Roz Zizisperger and Mercedes Sorrentino. Try making a 
few purses for the rest of the people on your list.  Thanks to all who presented the 
workshops. 

We hope you are as excited about our upcoming Guild show as we are.  Amidst all 
the frenzy of the holidays, don’t forget to keep working on your show quilt. 

Happy Holidays to one and all, 

            
LenniLenniLenniLenni and MadiMadiMadiMadi 
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quilting circle fills all those 
needs.  That includes the guild 
and my special buddies, the 
Material Girls!  They always 
bring color and joy to my life! 
 
BB:  Do you have any advice 
for quilters who are just 
getting started? 
Shelly:  Don’t be afraid of 
mistakes!!  Mistakes are just 
opportunities to learn 
something and to perhaps 
discover some better or more 
interesting way of solving a 
problem.  Some of my best 
work has come from making 
‘happy mistakes’.   Also, enjoy 
the process.  Each part of the 
quilting process has something 
special about it.  Well – okay – 
except hand basting.  Hooray 
for batting that you can iron-
baste!  Thanks for the 
opportunity to share! 
 

Meet the Non-Quilter  
 

By Deanna Williams 
 
To a non-quilter-in-training 
(NQIT), an heirloom legacy 
baby quilt can be overwhelming 
- unless you have a secret 
helper – a visual inspirer – and 
the utmost finisher. I for sure 
needed a patient experienced 
helper as a new NQIT. One 
definition of helper reads: “an 
extra locomotive attached to a 
train at the front, middle or rear, 
esp. to provide extra power for 
climbing a steep grade.” Oh, 

yes! I would definitely need a 
pusher for extra power and a 
locomotive of sorts behind this 
baby quilting event in all stages.  
 
My appreciation goes to all 
artists who communicate their 
emotions through creativity. I 
just want to get it out there to all 
you quilting attemptees and 
other NQIT’s: You all should be 
so fortunate as to know my 
pusher/helper and my simple 
quilt story of expecting our first 
grand baby! OMG! I had to 
make a baby quilt!! 
 
To a NQIT, you experienced 
quilting-lifers (EQL’s) must 
realize - what seems as basic 
piecing can become a never 
ending challenging project. 
Color selection and piece 
placement can leave the most 
cheerful Nana 2-B disturbed. 
And then, the secret helper 
arrives with inspirational words, 
auditioning corrections and 
ever-clear placement wisdom 
and all Quilt Dom seems well. 
Of course this is after much 
emailing, cheerful phone calls 
(which may not include 
anything about quilting or 
sewing) and promising not to 
ever use that shade or that 
color again and OMG where did 
you get that pink flower? 
 
I’m discovering Quilters! They 
weave and create and try-out 
and practice. They support and 
encourage. “Quilts are 
landscapes mapped by stitch 
lines.” Whose story is it? The 
beginner’s or the finisher’s? A 
quilt that began on the west 
coast in late October, which 
was stitched and quilted in 
NYC, is now bound and ready 
for our first grandbaby’s arrival 
in Michigan. A well traveled 
quilt already. 
 
May these words express my 
gratitude to my on call quilting 
designer and dear friend, 

Bonnie Frank – who continually 
sees all possibilities with kind 
patience. Thank you for baby 
Annabelle’s free motion quilting 
hearts! A gift from a true 
quilter’s heart. 
 

 
 
The Quilter's 
Horoscope 
 
By Pauline Rogers 
 
Capricorn - December 22 and 
January 20 
When shopping for fabric it is 
always wise to take a 
Capricorn, as they are very 
good at calculating the required 
amount needed for patterns. 
Being prudent and practical 
they will not over estimate the 
quantity needed and therefore 
are cost effective to have along, 
especially if you are on a 
budget. They are also 
extremely organized and 
disciplined. They take as much 
care in the storage of their 
stash as they do in the quality 
of their work. They see 
themselves as sensible and 
perform a regular clear out of 
supplies and materials. They 
are not the type to horde 
anything and do not own more 
than one type of any tool. Of 
course their restraint is what 
causes them to take an 
inordinate amount of time in the 
planning stage of a project, 
which they feel is of vital 
importance to the outcome of 
the finished product. 
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Start the New Year with 
a Perfect Finish 
By Jodi Leight 
----------------------------------  
If you're ready to put the 
finishing touches on your 
quilted masterpiece but need 
some pointers or a refresher 
class on bindings, plan to stay 
after the meeting in January.  
Jody Leight will demonstrate 
low-stress techniques to 
prepare and apply a bias 
binding with perfectly mitered 
corner and will help you solve 
any problems you may be 
having getting your binding 
attached.  This is your chance 
to learn the answers to 
questions like: 
 

1. How do I figure out how 
big a square of fabric I 
need for the binding? 

 
2. How do I get the binding 

to go smoothly around 
the corners? 

 
3. Which way do I fold this 

to get the corner to form 
a miter? 

 
4. How do I make sure I 

don't wind up with a 
bunch of seams 
bunched up at the 
corner without having to 
re-pin 10 yards of    
binding? 

 

5. What is Jody doing with 
those toilet paper tubes 
and hair clips? 

 
You are welcome to come 
whether you just want to 
observe or plan to work on 
binding your quilt.  If you 
do plan to work on your own 
quilt, bring your mat, rulers, a 
rotary cutter with blade in good 
condition, and your sewing 
machine with a new or near-
new needle. 
 
Please get in touch with Jody at 
j_cyberbunny@yahoo.com or 
(973)673-7354 before our next  
meeting if you have particular 
questions you want to have 
answered at the workshop. 
 
Recipes from Chef Frank 

     
Bunjai Chicken 
 
Coming up to the holidays, we 
can expect to have to make at 
least one dinner for a crowd. It 
becomes more difficult when 
you have people who won't eat 
certain things, either by 
preference, or for religious or 
health reasons. Mildly spicy, but 
not hot, this Indian recipe 
scales up well, and contains no 
dairy, no gluten, and no nuts. 
All you need to do is convince 
people to try it, and it will 
become a favorite. Garam 
masala is a spice blend unique 
to India. Every family has its 
own recipe for it, but the 
essentials are cinnamon, 
cumin, cloves, nutmeg and 
cardamom. Some recipes 

include ginger, turmeric, fennel 
seed and cayenne. You can 
buy garam masala in the spice 
section of most supermarkets.  
 
2 tbsp vegetable oil  
3 lbs chicken parts 
1 tsp kosher salt 
1 medium onion, sliced thin 
1 tbsp crushed fresh garlic 
1/2 tsp garam masala 
1 tsp curry powder 
1/4 tsp freshly ground black 
pepper 
1/2 tsp kosher salt 
1/4 cup water 
 
Rinse the chicken parts, and 
pat dry. Rub with the oil. 
Arrange in a covered baking 
dish or dutch oven, and sprinkle 
with the salt. Cover and bake in 
a preheated 350F oven for 45 
minutes, or until the chicken 
reads 165F on a thermometer. 
Add the onion, garlic, garam 
masala, curry powder, pepper, 
salt and water. Cover, and bake 
for an additional 5-10 minutes. 
 
I serve this with coconut rice: tie 
3 bay leaves, 10 whole cloves 
and 5 cardomom pods 
(optional) in a piece of 
cheesecloth. Put 1 cup of 
basmati (or other long-grain raw 
rice) in a saucepan, and add 2 
cups of coconut milk (not cream 
of coconut) with a pinch of salt. 
Add the cheesecloth bag, and 
bring to a boil. Stir, cover, lower 
heat, and simmer for 20 
minutes.  This recipe scales up 
well, too. Remember to keep 
the ratio of rice to liquid at 1 to 
2.  
 
Happy holidays to all, and find 
more holiday entertaining ideas 
at 
http://www.ChefFrankOnline.co
m 
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    DEARDEARDEARDEAR BEABEABEABEA    

 
(Please note: This Dear Bea is 
a continuation from last month’s 
question) 
 
Dear Bea, 
 
Why is everyone always 
changing their hand quilting and 
sewing machine needles? My 
mother could make a package 
of needles last for years. 
    

Needlessly Needled Needlessly Needled Needlessly Needled Needlessly Needled     
 

Dear Needlessly Needled, 
 
OK, we’ve now established that 
both machine and hand quilting 
needles get dull, bent and/or 
nicked much quicker than we 
realized. Let’s take a look at 
Hand Sewing Needles: 
 
Sharps are needles used for 
general sewing. They have a 
sharp point, a round eye and 
are of medium length. The 
difference between sharps and 
other hand sewing needles are 
their length. 
 
Embroidery needles, also 
known as Crewel needles, are 
identical to sharps, but have a 
longer eye to enable easier 
threading of multiple 
embroidery threads or thicker 
yarns. 
 
Milliners’ needles are longer 
than sharps. They are used for 
basting, pleating, as well as 
making hats. 
 
Self-threading needles, also 
called Calyx-eyed Sharps, 
have a slot, rather than an eye 

for the thread. This needle is 
threaded by pulling the thread 
down into the eye. (This can 
also work the other way by 
unthreading itself as you are 
sewing.) 
 
Betweens or Quilting needles 
are shorter and not “sharp,” 
with a small rounded eye. 
 
Most hand quilters use 
“Betweens.” These short 
needles come in sizes #8 to 
#12, with #12 being the finest 
and shortest. Betweens do not 
have a sharp point so as not to 
push through the fabric and 
batting too quickly, thus pricking 
the supporting finger below. 
They are made with a strong 
shaft, which allows them to 
withstand the constant stressful 
pushing and pulling without 
snapping. Threading their small 
eyes can be a challenge, so 
make sure to include a good 
needle threader in your quilt kit. 
 
Needles vary greatly from one 
manufacturer to another; 
therefore, try several brands to 
find which works best for you. 
 
And just like the machine 
needles, purchase good quality 
hand sewing needles and 
change them often! 
 
Happy sewing, 
 

Bea 
  
If you would like to offer further 
suggestions to 
“Needlessly Needled in 
Brooklyn” or if you want to send 
a question 
to Bea, mail your letter to:  
Dear Bea 
C/o Quilters' Guild of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 180414 
Kensington Station 
Brooklyn, NY 11219-0414 
 
 
 

NOMINATIONS 
REQUESTED 
 
The proceeds from our 
Brooklyn All Stars Silent 
Auction will once again be 
given to a charity chosen by our 
Guild. The charitable recipient 
is to be a Brooklyn non-for-
profit agency. If you have a 
charity to recommend please 
submit a brief description of the 
charity with an explanation as 
to why you would like to 
nominate them. The nomin-
ations are to be submitted in 
writing no later than our 
January guild meeting. The final 
decision as to which charity 
was chosen will be made by the 
February guild meeting. At the 
time of the Silent Auction all 
checks for the Silent Auction 
quilts will be made out directly 
to the non- for profit that we 
have selected. Email 
nominations to: Micki Segel 
msegel@nyc.rr.com  
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    TTTThe Grapevine…he Grapevine…he Grapevine…he Grapevine…    
 
This is a section where we can 
share websites, books, or whatever 
information about quilting that 
piques our interest. No need to 
write a long descriptive report, just 
one sentence will suffice. Please 
send to BonnieQlt@aol.com 
  
Freezer Paper  My email 
correspondence with the C. 
Jenkins Company has informed 
me that their freezer paper is 
superior to Reynolds Freezer 
Paper. It sounds interesting. If 
anyone tries this product, 
please let us know how it 
worked. Here’s what they claim: 
“There is always a comparison 
between C. Jenkins Freezer 
Paper & Reynolds Freezer 
Paper. So we decided to tell 
you why our paper is superior 
when creating all your craft 
projects. The first advantage we 
have with our freezer paper is 
we pre-cut our sheets in perfect 
8.5 X 11 sheets to prevent all 
paper jams when feeding 
through your printer. Second, 
we enhanced the paper to a 
54lb weight to give stability to 
the fabric when feeding through 
your ink jet printer. This is a big 
difference from the 20lb paper 
Reynolds use and you can see 
the difference once you iron the 
fabric to it. Finally, our Freezer 
Paper rolls have memory 
applied to the paper with our 
chemicals which cause the 
freezer paper to lay flat once 
removed from the cone.” 
www.cjenkinscompany.com  
 
Metro Textura  is a collection of 
art quilts created by The 
Manhattan Quilters Guild. If you 

missed this show in NYC, 
check it out online at 
http://www.quiltart.com/metro/ 
One of the quilters, Ruth 
Marchese, is also a member of 
QGB. 
 
Oliso Iron  Ever heard of an iron 
that lifts itself off the ironing 
board when you walk away? 
The new Oliso iron does just 
that when you take your hand 
off the handle, little feet drop 
down and lift the iron’s sole 
plate up and off the ironing 
board. Check it out at: 
http://www.lifesastitchct.com/pr
oddetail.php?prod=Oliso-TG-
800 
 
Quilter’s Home is a new 
magazine designed “…for the 
new generation of quilters” 
Their November/December 
2007 issue even has cookie 
recipes and ideas about how to 
host a quilt themed cookie 
exchange! 
http://www.quiltershomemag.co
m/currentissue/ 

Karen McTavish, who wrote the 
wonderful book about machine 
quilting, Mastering the Art of 
McTavishing, has now written a 
new book The Secrets of 
Elemental Quilting: Innovative 
Quilting Designs. Check out her 
website to learn more about this 
interesting lady. She is a quilt 
teacher, representative for 
APQS long arm quilting 
machines, quilt designer, plus 
creates designs for tattoos! Not 
your grandmother’s quilter! 
Check out her website: 
http://www.designerquilts.com/ 
Looking for holiday gifts? Check 
out Quilting Arts Magazine 
online store: 
http://www.quiltingarts.com/sho
p/wishlist.html# 
This online shop is filled with 
embellishment fibers and other 
goodies, calendars, back 
issues, and lots of quilting 

gadgets. One that caught my 
eye is the Side Winder, it’s a 
free standing bobbin winder.  
 

Little bag workshop 
By Martha McDonald 
 
Guild members gathered 
around Jennifer Horan on 
Saturday, November 17, after 
the monthly meeting for a 
workshop on how to make jazzy 
small notions bags. Jennifer 
showed us step by step how to 
assemble the decorative 
squares for the sides of the bag 
(a bowtie and a pinwheel 
pattern with pinwheels that 
project from the square) and 
then how to assemble the 
finished 9 ½ x 3 ½ inch bags.  
 
Jennifer handed out printed 
instructions with drawings 
showing how to make the bags. 
And then she went through the 
process step by step, showing 
examples of each step as she 
went along. This made it easier 
to see how to position the 
fabrics and the zipper as you 
put the bag together. For 
example, make sure to partially 
close the zipper before stitching 
the lining and bag together. It’s 
very interesting to see how to 
stitch the bag, zipper and lining 
together and then to turn 
everything inside out and 
suddenly you have a little bag. 
 
She also had lots of samples of 
finished bags on hand, 
including one she had made for 
her husband with Mets fabrics. 
One of the samples was a bag 
made with one fabric, without 
the decorative squares. This 
also makes a pretty little bag 
and it’s quicker if you are in a 
hurry. It was a lot of fun and we 
all learned a lot. In case you 
missed the workshop, you can 
contact Jennifer for a copy of 
the instructions. Thank you, 
Jennifer!  




