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Dear Quilting Friends,

What a busy month we’ve had!

The work we got done at our annual charity quilting Frenzy is just a small 
fraction of the charity work we do all year. I don’t know anyone in the Guild 
who isn’t busy, whether or not they’re still working or still raising families, 
but most of us manage to contribute time or a charity quilt at some point 
during the year. Don’t be shy about volunteering. Just as the smallest random 
patches and orphan blocks can become part of an amazing scrap quilt, the 
smallest contributions help us build a productive and supportive guild. Even 
if you only have five minutes, as is all too often the case for me these days, 
that’s enough time to sew a few seams or send out an email.

In the past few months, more than ever, I have found comfort in quilting and 
in the various communities I’m part of (the Guild, my women’s artist collec-
tive, and various neighborhood, professional, and political groups, to name a 
few). The more we support each other, the stronger and more supportive the 
Guild and the other groups we belong to can be.

The time to start is now.

Happy quilting and best wishes,

Jody Leight
Co-President 

April
February
Charity 

Quilt  
Collection

48 
ABC Quilts  

21 
Pillowcases for 

the Ronald 
McDonald 

House
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Completed 
Comfort 

Quilts

April Guild 
Meeting 
Date Change

Our April guild 
meeting will be 
on April 22  (the 
fourth Saturday 
of the month)  
instead of April 
15, 2017. Please 
make a note of it.

{       }
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Join Us at Our Monthly Meetings
G U I L D  M E E T I N G S
Third Saturday of the month, except July and August.
NEXT MEETING: MARCH 18, 2017
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Shepherd’s Hall
245 Prospect Park West (entrance to Shepherd’s Hall in back,  
off the parking lot).
Business Meeting: 9:45 a.m. Members welcome. 
General Meeting: 11:00 a.m. Members: free, guest fee: $5.

Transportation:
Bus: B-68 to last stop at Prospect Park West.
From Park Slope: B67 and B69, to Prospect Park West & 20th St.
From Red Hook: B61 via 9th St. to Prospect Park West.
Subway: F train to 15th Street/Prospect Park.
Parking available.

S U N D A Y  B E E S
Second and fourth Sundays of the month, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Bring 
your sewing machine and lunch and spend the day. Large tables 
available for use — great for batting up your quilts.

Marien Heim Senior Center
4520 Fourth Avenue at 46th Street, Sunset Park, Brooklyn.  
For more info, call Madonna Connor at 718-748-6512.
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2018 Brooklyn 
Quilt Show
Planning
The 2018 Guild quilt show 
is just around the corner. 
We need volunteers to chair 
committees and help with 
the show. It can’t be done 
without everyone’s help.

Please email me if you are 
interested in chairing a com-
mittee or to let me know 
where you would like to help 
out: clieber@verizon.net.

We will hold our first infor-
mal gathering at the March 
meeting.      

~Carol Lieberman
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Website
Mary Hawley
718-398-3234
mhawley.brooklyn@gmail.com

Margaret Marcy Emerson
917-374-7718
editor.BrooklynBee@gmail.com 
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 Member Trudy 
Reeves took it up 
a notch and made 
a quilt-as-you-
go jelly roll quilt 
which she finished 
during the recent Koinonia retreat. She 
started with a bundle of “mystery” fat 
quarters she purchased and then sliced 
into 2½” strips.
 By the end of the afternoon, everyone 
had fun, learned a new technique, and 
two quilt tops were completed with 
several more well under way. When the 
tops are quilted and finished, some will 
be donated to the Park Slope 15th Street 
Armory monthly quilt raffle to benefit 
the homeless residents there. v

The Brooklyn Bee
E D I T O R / D E S I G N E R

Margaret Marcy Emerson

B E AT  R E P O R T E R S :

A R E A  Q U I LT  S H O W S 
Martha Musgrove 

Q U I LT  T I P S
Alice Braziller

S E W  K N O W
Marcie Brenner

B L O C K  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Robyn Bellamy & Ginny Dorris

C O N T R I B U T O R S :
Eileen Anderson

Alice Braziller
Kathy Clarke

Dori Dietz
Agnes Fetter

Peg Haller
Mary Hawley

Mara Lurie
Martha McDonald

Marie Towle

Something to share?
Deadline for submissions for  

the April 2017 issue of  
The Brooklyn Bee  is 9 a.m.,  
Monday, March 20, 2017. 

Please email them to: 
editor.BrooklynBee@gmail.com
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N JANUARY,  THE GUILD HELD 
a “Jelly Roll Race” workshop for 
members after the main guild 

meeting. We followed the technique 
posted online by Heirloom Creations. 

Some members came armed with their 
own jelly rolls, others were provided by 
the programming committee.  Using this 
technique, a quilt top is made from one 
jelly roll (or forty 2½” x 44” strips). 
 If you missed the workshop, it’s not 
too late to participate or learn the tech-
nique. A PDF instruction sheet for the 
Jelly Roll 1600 Race  can be found online: 
https://tinyurl.com/gmxvblz. Or watch 
a video: https://tinyurl.com/d8uph4l.

JANUARY’S JELLY ROLL  WORKSHOP
B Y  M A R I E  T O W L E

I

Trudy Reeves’ quilt-as-you-go jelly roll quilt top.

H.A.L.O. Quilts for Kids
tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

AT H Y  C L A R K E  W I L L  B E  C O L L E C T I N G  Q U I LT S  F O R
the H.A.L.O. project at the April guild meeting. The quilts are 
given to children who have had a police officer parent killed in 

the line of duty. Eleven quilts were collected in December and sent in for 
this effort.
 Quilts should be lap-sized quilts or larger—48” x 60” minimum size. 
Use bright and cheerful colors. Please, no religious or law enforcement 
elements or wording that would make the recipient think that we are 
celebrating their parent’s death. 
For more info: https://www.facebook.com/pg/blkhalos/about/.

K

mailto:margaret.marcy%40gmail.com?subject=The%20Brooklyn%20Bee
https://tinyurl.com/gmxvblz
https://tinyurl.com/d8uph4l
https://www.facebook.com/pg/blkhalos/about
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Friend to the Guild: The Gerritsen Beach Branch Library
B Y  E I L E E N  A N D E R S O N

F T E R  R E N OVAT I O N S  D U E 
to superstorm Sandy were 
completed, the Gerritsen 

Beach branch of the Brooklyn Public 
Library welcomed people from the 
Brooklyn Quilters 
Guild to use their 
Community Room on 
Tuesday afternoons. 
For several years now, 
a group has been 
gathering weekly to 
quilt and do other 
needlecrafts, share 
tips, snacks, give sup-
port during personal 
difficulties, and just enjoy one anoth-
er’s company. 
 This library also now hosts the 
Guild’s small quilt challenge in the 
winter. The head librarian, Christine  
Dille, enjoyed  the colorful display of 

A last year’s “Flight” quilts on otherwise 
bare white walls and was saddened 
when the exhibit came down last 
March in preparation for its appear-
ance in the April 2016 Guild show.

 We decided to give the library a 
more lasting display. Several of us 
made small quilts based on children’s 
storybooks. Now anyone going to 
the children’s section, which is visible 
from the main entrance, can delight 

in seeing Winnie-the-Pooh, The Cat in 
the Hat, the wonderful Wizard of Oz 
characters, Alice in Wonderland, nurs-
ery rhyme characters, and the Guess 
How Much I Love You bunnies. There is 

also a larger NYC ABC 
quilt from the City 
Quilter line of NYC 
fabric. Many thanks to 
Eileen Anderson, Madi 
Appell, Kathy Clarke, 
Janet Finello, Carol 
Lieberman, and Sarah 
Vinson.
        While the story-
book quilt exhibit is 

permanent, the current small quilt 
challenge, “Trip around the World,” is 
on display through April 3, 2017, with a 
reception on Saturday March 4, from 
2–4 p.m.  Hope to see you there!  v 

Holter Lee Spiegel models his quilt, made by guild member 
Martha Musgrove. His mom, Holly Ellis Spiegel, is a P.E.O. 
sister of Martha’s, and the quilt was given as a present 
from the Brooklyn chapter of P.E.O.  The purpose of the 
148-year-old sisterhood is to support women’s higher 
education.

H
O
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Y
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Y
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N
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Trip Around the World Show  
and Artist Reception at 
Gerritsen Beach Library
A RT I S T  R E C E P T I O N :  M A R C H  4 ,  2 - 4  P. M .

T H E  “ T R I P  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D ”  S M A L L  Q U I LT  S H O W 

is on view at the Gerritsen Beach branch of the Brooklyn Public 

Library through April 3, 2017.  A reception and discussion by the 

quilters will be held on Saturday, 

March 4, from 2-4 p.m. 

The library is located at 2808 

Gerritsen Avenue (between Go-

tham Avenue and Bartlett Place).

~Small Quilts Committee
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C T U A L LY,  I T  WA S  A  L O T 
of work, but in a good cause 
and worth it. Despite the 

absolutely beautiful weather, about 
35 members stayed after February’s 
meeting to work on children’s ABC 
quilts. At the end of the afternoon we 
had 48 finished quilts to deliver. Many 
more quilts in progress went home 
with participants—
we were only 
limited by running 
out of batting—so 
we look forward 
to a big return at 
the next meeting. 
Thanks to everyone 
who helped!
~Peg Haller

A

F R E N Z Y
It Was Easy as ABC

Th
e

Finished Quilts!48
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A Cup of Coffee with a Friend...
B Y  D R .  E L I S H A  G O L D S T E I N ,  S U B M I T T E D  B Y  A G N E S  F E T T E R ,  R E P R I N T I E D  W I T H  P E R M I S S I O N       

 P R O F E S S O R  S T O O D 
before a philosophy class 
holding an empty jar. As the 

students took their seats, she began 
filling the jar with golf balls. When 
they reached the top, she asked 
the students if the jar was full. 
They agreed that it was. The pro-
fessor then took a bag of pebbles 
and poured them into the jar, 
and they made their way into the 
spaces between the golf balls.
 Again she asked the students 
if the jar was full, and they agreed 
that it was.
 But the professor had another 
trick up her sleeve. She brought 
out a bag of sand and proceeded 
to pour the grains into the jar, 
filling up more of the remaining 
space. Again the question came: 
“It’s full now, correct?” The an-
swer was a resounding “Yes.”
 The professor then took a sip 
of her coffee and dumped the rest 
into the jar, filling up spaces that 
no one thought were there.
 “So what does it mean?” the pro-
fessor asked.
 A witty student raised his own 
coffee mug and asked, “There’s always 
room for coffee?”
 The professor, along with the rest 
of the class, had a good laugh. Then 
she said, “Imagine that this jar repre-
sents the space in your life. The golf 
balls represent what’s most impor-
tant — family, children, health, friends, 
things that you’re passionate about — 
the things that at the end of your life 

A

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

you would be glad you paid attention to.
 “The pebbles are essential but less 
important, such as your house, your 
car, maybe your job.

 “The sand is all of the small stuff in 
life that we’re trying not to sweat.
 “The coffee, well, you already an-
swered that one. There is always room 
for a cup of coffee with a friend.”
 The professor continued, “There 
is room for all of this only if you put 
the golf balls in first. If you put the 
sand or pebbles in first, there won’t be 
room for the golf balls. The way we pay 
attention to our lives works the same 
way. If you spend your attention or 
mental space sweating the small stuff 
in life, you won’t have the capacity to 

pay attention to what is most impor-
tant to you.”
 It is a great exercise to do every 
now and then. Ask yourself: what are 

the “golf balls” in your life, the 
things that really matter? At the 
end of the chapter, Dr. Goldstein 
recommends a “Now Moment” 
practice to help us identify and 
remind us of what truly matters in 
our life.
 Find a jar and some golf ball or 
nice stones. Label each golf ball or 
stone with something that really 
matters in your life. If you don’t 
have a physical jar and golf balls 
or stones, you can draw a picture 
of a jar on a piece of paper along 
with golf balls. Actions speak 
louder than words, so check to 
see where in your life you’re bring-
ing action to your values. Maybe 
you’re taking your partner out to 
dinner, responding to people and 
yourself with greater kindness 
and compassion, being less judg-

mental, playing games with your kids, 
getting back into exercise or yoga, or 
spending time in meditation.
 Now put that jar in a prominent 
place somewhere in your home or 
office where you can’t miss looking at 
it. Every time you intentionally look 
at the jar, your mind is likely to incline 
towards what truly matters. As you do 
this, you prime your mind to respond 
to those values during the spaces of 
your life.
 What are the things that truly mat-
ter to you?  v 

I N S P I R E D  I N  PA RT  BY  T H E  F O L LO W I N G  S TO RY,  I  M A D E  T H I S  CO F F E E  M U G  Q U I LT  F O R  M Y 

V E RY  B U S Y  S I S T E R .  W I T H  P E R M I S S I O N  F R O M  AU T H O R ,  I  A M  S H A R I N G  ‘ ’ T I M E  M A N AG E M E N T ” 

A N D  W I L L  L E T  T H E  S TO RY  S P E A K  F O R  I T S E L F.  E N J OY !
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UST BACK FROM ANOTHER 
relaxing and productive quilt 
retreat at Koinonia. For me, the 

best things about these retreats is the 
enormous swath of time they provide 
me for design exploration and unin-
terrupted sewing. A cherry on top are 
the new friendships made and the old 
friendships strengthened. 

J

Quilts, Good Company, and Delicious Meatloaf!
B Y  M A R G A R E T  M A R C Y  E M E R S O N

FROM A  FIRST-TIME RETREATER:
“I was hesitant about coming 
because I wanted a single room 
and I was worried I might be left 
out...but nobody was left out! 
People were very encouraging.” 

 The recent Koinonia retreat had 25 
participants, including three first-time-
ever retreaters: Trudy Reeves, Carolyn 
Walikas and Virginia Barrios. Two long-
distance guild members traveled many 
miles to join us: Kay Francis Frye, now a 
Virginia resident, and Bryan Pratt, a big 
rig trucker from Tampa, Florida, and 
son of retreat organizer Sharon Pratt.
 Koinonia camp was welcoming and 

warm with its attentive and helpful 
young staff.  Nestled in the Catskill 
mountains in Highland, NY, the price 
for a double room for four nights, 
including meals, was $260 per person.

The next Koinonia 
retreat is sched-
uled for the last 
week of May.   v

“Sitting in the 
outdoor swing 
in the sun with 
Marie.”

“New quilting 
gadgets and 
tools.”

“The roaring 
fires in the 
lodge fire-
place.” 

“The 
meatloaf!”

“The 2 a.m. 
Bananagrams 
game!”

“The beautiful 
walks in the 
forest.”

“All the things 
I learned from 
the expert 
quilters here.”

“A highlight for me was being 
the first to be informed of the 
engagement of two of the very 
energetic and lovely staff 
members at the lodge. “

Christine Janove shares her project at the  
Sunday morning show and tell.

A refreshing constitutional in the winter woods.

Micki Segel displaying her finished quilt top.

Comfortable rooms with homemade quilts.

From left: Members Kay Francis Frye, Bryan Pratt, Virginia Barrios/Carolyn Walikas, and Sharon Pratt.

H I G H L I G H T S  F RO M 
T H E  R E T R E AT:
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Treasurers Report 2/17/17
2016-2017 Budget

Profit/(Loss) -45.09 199.41                   5960.

Assets
Checking Account  14689.36
Petty Cash  328.67
Leni Abel Fund  4765.40
Total Assets  19783.43 

*Guild Membership: 189 as of 2/1/17
The show income/expenses exclude payments made and/or received  
in 2015.
The storage rental is thru July 2017.

Attendees:  
Co-presidents Jody Leight and Madonna Connor, Co-Vice President 
Linda McNeely, Treasurer Ruth Marchese, Secretary Trudy Reeves

The meeting was called to order by Jody Leight, Co-President.

Treasurer’s Report
Ruth presented the Treasurer’s Report and 2016-17 budget. 

Guild Accountant
Ruth reported that an accountant has been contracted to prepare 
required government filings and keep us informed of all deadlines. The 
firm of Nadler & Upbin will charge us $200 per year for their services. 
Because we are a small nonprofit, they have given us a considerable 
discount. She also reported that a savings account has been opened as 
a dedicated account for funds earmarked for the quilt show. Ruth and 
Jody are the signatories on the savings and checking accounts. Ruth 
also reported that membership this year has decreased by 40 persons.  
It has been experienced that membership historically decreases in non-
show years, as some members only pay dues in years in which we have 
a quilt show. Ruth and Jody reported that they are not satisfied with 
our current bank, Chase, and are researching other banks that will meet 
our needs.

Quilt Raffle
As a fund raiser for the 2018 quilt show, there will be a quilt raffle in 
June. Jody reported that the design for the raffle tickets has been  
approved and 600 tickets have been ordered.

Programs
In March, Marcy Brenner will give a talk on basics of quilting and 
frequent quilting questions. The program for April will be a speaker 
funded by the Leni Abel Fund.

Quilt Show
Madonna and Jody met with a Marriott representative about a contract 
for our 2018 show. They were told that because the rate that we are 
charged is significantly below market, Marriott cannot make a commit-
ment to us until they are sure they will not have a contract for the same 
weekend at market price, usually six months or more prior to the date. 
Our position is that we will accept any date from the end of March to 
the beginning of May 2018 that does not coincide with either Christian 
or Jewish holidays, as long as we can obtain the discounted price.

continued on next page

   INC./EXP. INC./EXP. BUDGET
  1/1/16-12/31/16 2/17/17 2016-2017

INCOME
Bee Ads  1570.00 25.00 1300.
Comfort Quilts  865.00  600.
Donations  306.00
Fifty-Fifty  721.00 75.00 750.
Guest Fees  160.00 55.00 110.
Interest  1.42 0.13
Meeting Raffle  1,735.00 122.00 1800.
Special Raffle 356.00 250.00
Membership Dues * 9785.00  10950.
Jr. Membership 25.00
Other Income 430.43
Pole Rental    1100.
Vendors  578.90  500.
Hospitality  62.00 86.04
Postcards/Comfort Quilts  95.00
Special Raffle  84.00

Quilt Show 2016 Income
Admission  9150.00
Ads  600.00
Booth Rental Fees  300.00
Income: Buttons  74.00
Member Boutique  1268.00
Raffle Tickets  5027.00
Silent Auction  1580.00
T-shirts  2050.00
Tote Bag Raffle  1255.00
TOTAL INCOME 37899.75 792.17 17110.

EXPENSES
Charitable Work 
ABC   765.96  1100.
Comfort Quilts      826.21  1000.
Postcard/Comfort Quilts 201.82
Education:Speakers    500.
Misc.     100.
Fees & Charges:Bank Fee  63.38  40.
Interest Charges 87.13
Hospitality  217.79 376.24 150.
Meeting Space Rental  3200.00  3200.
Office Supplies  224.64  200.
Postage    60.
Printing  
Bee  1828.75 161.67 2000.
Other 222.71  200.
Signage    250.
Professional Services 106.00
Accountant   500.
Computer Software  213.23  100.
Meeting Setup  420.00 40.00 400.
Storage Unit  3198.00  1200.
Web Site   186.16 14.85 150.

Quilt Show 2016 Expenses       
Event Space   22029.96
Misc.   104.79
Printing  1798.35
Raffle Quilt  100.18
Silent Auction 
T-shirts/Bags    1885.75
Small Quilt Challenge 264.03
TOTAL EXPENSES   37944.84 592.76 11150.  

Minutes of the February 18, 2017 
Executive Board Meeting

   INC./EXP. INC./EXP. BUDGET
  1/1/16-12/31/16 2/17/17 2016-2017
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Quilt and Textile Shows 
C O M P I L E D  B Y  M A R T H A  M U S G R O V E

The Quilt and Sewing Fest of New 
Jersey, March 2-5, Somerset, NJ. This 
popular Mancuso show at the Garden 
State Exhibit Center, 50 Atrium Drive, is a 
fairly short drive from Brooklyn. Show and 
special exhibitions, workshops, lectures, 
vendors. Admission: $13 for one or all days, $11 Sunday only, free 
to accompanied children under 16. Hours: Thurs–Sat.: 10 to 5; 
Sunday: 10 to 4.  Info: www.quiltfest.com.

Lancaster Quilt Week, March 29-April 1, Lancaster, PA, 
presented by The American Quilter’s Society. Lancaster County 
Convention Center. Extensive galleries of quilts on display, huge 
vendors’ mall, classes, lectures. Members receive discounted 
admission and class fees. For registration and information, 
including lodging, see www.quiltweek.com.

The Lancaster Quilt Show at the Continental Inn, March 
29-April 1, Lancaster, PA. Coinciding with — but not affiliated 
with — the AQS show, this free event in its 27th year features 40 
vendors, an antique quilt exhibit, free admission, free parking, a 
$2 shuttle bus to the AQS show, and a $1200 raffle basket. 2285 
Lincoln Hwy. Info: www.lancasterquiltweek.com.
 
S U P P O R T  O U R  S I S T E R  G U I L D :
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Urban Inspirations 2017 Quilt Show,  
April 1-2, New York, NY, presented by 
the Empire Quilt Guild. Fashion Institute 
of Technology, Seventh Ave. and 28th St.  
Hours: Sat: 10-6; Sun: 10-4. Admission 
$10. Info: www.empirequilters.net.

Machine Quilters Expo (MQX) Quilt Festival New England, 
April 5-8, Manchester, NH. Over 400 quilts, quilt competition, 
special exhibits, many classes plus lectures. Admission: $12.  
Info: www.mqxshow.com/MQX/east/home/; 866 675-4355.

Sew Right Sewing Machines

** Brooklyn Guild Member Savings **
Save 10% off regular priced

Notions and Fabrics purchased over $20
$15 off Repair labor

on the absolute best sewing machine repairs
Over 1200 bolts of cotton fabric 

quilting supplies, rulers, threads, batting & more

The Best Repairs  $   The Best Selection
The Most Knowledgeable Staff

And integrity and trust built up over the last 42 years
Unmatched Sales & Service on 

Bernina... Baby Lock... Husqvarna Viking... Juki 
Repairs, parts & accessories for all makes

233-20 Union Tpke
Bayside, Queens NY 11364    718-468-5858    

www.sewright.com
Tues-Fri 10-6   Sat 10-5   Closed Sun and Mon in Summer

There’s a reason  
why we’re the 

“best reviewed most 
recommended”  

Sewing Machine Dealer 
in New York

continued from previous page

Rent
Our current rent agreement expires in June. Madonna has contacted 
the priest concerning renewal. He told her that he is required by the 
dioceses to raise the rent from $3,200 to $5,000 per year effective in 
September. He stated that it is out of his hands and not subject to ne-
gotiation. (This was presented to the membership and alternatives for 
raising the money required were discussed in the general meeting.)

Volunteers Needed
Small Challenge Quilt — the current co-chair volunteers will continue 
through the 2018 Quilt Show. However, the current chairs would like to 
train new volunteers over this next year as to the logistics of the display 
of the quilts in various locations. We need volunteers for this important 
committee. The small quilts are displayed in various locations through-
out Brooklyn during the year and provide an important source of public-
ity for the Guild. If you are interested in volunteering for this position, 
please contact anyone on the Board.

~Submitted by Trudy Reeves, Secretary

International Quilt Show Chicago, April 6-8. This is a spring 
edition, begun in 2003, of the massive show held in Houston each 
fall. Hours: 10–6 each day. Admission: $10 adults, $8 seniors and 
students, children 10 and under free, $25 full show pass. 
Info: www.quilt-show.com/quilt-festival-chicago.

Celebrate Quilting! April 22-23, Troy, NY.  A 
guild show by Quilters United in Learning To-
gether, celebrating 40 years as a guild. 200 quilts 
on display, raffle of one new and one antique 
quilt, gift gallery, vendors. At Hilton Garden Inn. 
Hours: Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; admission $8.  
Info: www.quiltinc.org.

Paducah Spring Quilt Week, April 26-29, Paducah, KY. The origi-
nal and largest of the American Quilter’s Society shows, and home 
of the American Quilt Museum. All details at the AQS web site: 
www.quiltweek.com.

Stitches in Hartford, April 27-30, Hartford, CT.  A mostly knitting 
expo that has expanded to include some quilting and sewing. At 
Connecticut Convention Center and Marriott Hartford Downtown. 
Extensive class offerings; vendors.  
Info: www.knittinguniverse.com/StitchesUnited2017.

Late Antique Textiles and Modern Design, through Oct. 1, at 
The Metropolitan Museum, Fifth Ave. Compares patterns found on 
textiles in ancient Egypt to similar motifs in 19th and 20th century 
silks by textile designer Fortuny and others.  
Info: www.metmuseum.org.

http://www.quiltfest.com
http://www.quiltweek.com
http://www.lancasterquiltweek.com
http://www.empirequilters.net
http://www.mqxshow.com/MQX/east/home/
http://www.sewright.com
http://
http://www.quilt-show.com/quilt-festival-chicago
http://www.quiltinc.org
http://www.quiltweek.com
http://www.knittinguniverse.com/StitchesUnited2017
http://www.metmuseum.org
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 I love that I’m finally able to play 
with some techniques and tools that I 
have not had a chance to explore. I had 
always stitched my binding strips end 
to end, but that created bulk in the 
joining areas, and the place where it 
finished was messy with a thick bump. 
I have changed to piecing my binding 
on the diagonal, placing my strips on 
the perpendicular at my right (right 
sides together) and drawing a line 
from the upper left to the lower right, 
stitching on the line, trimming to ¼”, 
pressing open. This offsets the seams 
creating a smoother binding.

 
I use the Binding Tool to cut the ends 
of the binding to be able to join them 
on the diagonal. There is an excellent 
video online from the Missouri Star 
Quilt Co. (http://bit.ly/2mxiwQC) 

A  M E M B E R  A S K S :

How do I keep my 
quilt edges from  
being wavy?

AV E  Y O U  B E E N  T O  A 
quilt show and seen quilts 
that were not flat, the edges 

rippling and not hanging nicely? Have 
you also seen quilts that looked gor-
geous, the workmanship exquisite?  
There are some tricks that you can use 
to ensure the latter.
 First, press as you are constructing 
the blocks and then as you put the top 
together. I have seen so many quilts 
that had pleats in them and they could 
not be pressed out because the quilt 
was already made. Next make sure the 
blocks are a consistent measurement, 
the sashing equal and the borders 
match, side borders are the same 
length, the top and bottom are equal. 
Measure the quilt in 3 different places 
for accuracy and cut for each area. Fix 
the quilt top if you have discrepancies. 
If you are planning to have it long-arm 
quilted, make sure to press seams 
open as the machine will be less 
likely to skip stitches. I cannot stress 
pressing enough at each stage of quilt 
construction; it is a make or break 
situation.
 After the borders are on and the 
quilting has been done, it is time to 
bind the quilt. I stitch my border edges 
to the batting and backing with a 
seam allowance that is less than ¼” 
to prevent it from peeking out. My 
binding strips are cut width of fabric 
2¼” wide to make a ¼” finished French 
binding. This is a binding that is folded 
in half, raw edge to front quilt edge, 
stitched in place and then turned to 
the back and secured. 

Sew Know: Ask an Expert
B Y  M A R C I E  B R E N N E R ,  M C S E

Send your questions about quilting 
techniques, tools, or materials to 
Marcie at sewbeary@aol.com.

H

The Binding Tool

Join binding ends on the diagonal to create a 
smoother binding.

I recommend the 
Martelli Seam 
Guide and Stitch-
In-Ditch Binding 
Foot that comes 
with different 
height fences for 
various batting 
lofts.

A trick I learned from an award-winning quilter 
is to zig-zag the raw edge of the quilt which pro-
vides a bit of stiffness before folding the binding 
to the back side.

Cutting binding ends on the diagonal

that shows how to use the tool. To 
stitch the binding to the quilt sand-
wich with an accurate ¼” seam allow-
ance I use the Martelli Seam Guide 
and Stitch-In-Ditch Binding Foot that 
comes with different height fences 
(barriers) for various batting lofts. A 
trick I learned from an award-winning 
quilter is to zig-zag the raw edge of the 
quilt which provides a bit of stiffness 
before folding the binding to the back 

side. Press binding flat and apply ¼” 
Steam-A-Seam to the back seam al-
lowance so the binding  can be pressed 
and held in place while being stitched in 
the ditch from the front. You can also 
stitch first from the back and then 
bring the binding to the front using a 
decorative stitch to finish it.
 One of the things I love about 
quilting is that there is always some-
thing new to learn, try, or improve. 
It keeps you challenged no mattered 
what level you quilt on, from novice to 
professional.  v 

http://bit.ly/2mxiwQC
mailto:sewbeary@aol.com
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their selection isn’t ginormous by any 
stretch of imagination, but I always 
manage to find something to match 
my quilt top and that’s good enough 
for me, since the quality is great and 
the price very reasonable.
 I backed many quilts with minky 
over the years — lots of baby quilts, 
but also many throw-sized ones as 
well. Largest quilts I backed with minky 
were three 70” square ones for my kids 
and I think this was about the largest 
size I’d want to go.
 I really like that most minky fabrics 
are about 60” wide so many times 
there’s no need to piece my backings. 
If, however, your quilt is wider than 

60”, you have to pay attention to 
minky’s nap and make sure all your 
minky’s fabric pile points in the same 
direction. It will help with hiding your 
seam. 
 When making a quilt sandwich, I 
use minky for backing, batting (usually 
Warm and White or Warm and Natu-
ral) goes in the middle, and patchwork 
on top. I don’t prewash my fabric, bat-
ting, or minky and I have not had any 
issues with shrinkage so far.
 I glue baste all my quilts, even the 
minky-backed ones. My main advice 
would be not to be stingy with your 
glue spray. You need quite a lot of it 
(I spray both wrong side of minky as 
well as batting so the two layers stick 
together well). And, the same goes for 
pins. If you use pins, use a lot of them. 
I’d say overbasting is a good thing 
when it comes to minky-backed quilts.
   I personally would not recom-
mend doing any intricate quilting on a 
minky-backed quilt. I think these quilts 
benefit from sparer quilting which 
keeps them beautifully soft  and gives 
the finished quilt a fantastic drape.
 And, you can free-motion quilt 
minky as well. I did a continuous eight 
pattern one time and it worked just 
fine. My eights were not perfect but it 
was not because of minky, it’s because 
I don’t practice FMQ.
 Good thing to remember though 
is that a quilt backed with minky is 
heavier than your usual quilt which 
means you probably would feel more 
of a “drag” when quilting it. So be 
ready for a bit of a workout. I tried 
something new recently and I flipped 
the quilt minky-side up while quilting 
it. It worked amazingly well, no drag or 
anything. This method, of course, only 
works for quilting where you don’t 

What is Cuddly, Warm, and Cozy? Minky! 
B Y  S V E T L A N A  S O T A K

Svetlana Sotak is an inspiring and generous quilter whose blog I follow at 
S.O.T.A.K Homemade (http://sotakhandmade.blogspot.com). Many of her 
quilts are backed with minky, which I have not had the courage to try. I was 
worried. Will it hold up? Will it become misshapen when you wash it when 
it is matched with an all-cotton front? Can you quilt it or will it stretch out 
of shape? I wanted to know more and hear from someone who has done it. I 
was excited when she published an article about her experiences using it, and 
I thought some of you might be curious about it too. She graciously gave me 
permission to print it here.  ~Margaret Marcy Emerson, Editor

AM A HUGE FAN OF USING 
minky to back my quilts. We live 
in a Chicago suburb and winters 

here are loooong and super cold. And 
minky is gorgeously soft and warm 
which makes it a perfect backing for 
most of our “everyday” quilts. In fact, 
minky-backed quilts are pretty much the 
only quilts my kids like to snuggle in.
 Every time I talk about using minky 
to back my quilts I receive quite a few 
questions about my experience sewing 
with it so, as promised, I’ll try to an-
swer as many of them as I can. Ready? 
Here we go.
 Let me start by saying I buy all my 
minky at a nearby Joann store. Now, 

I

continued on page 12

http://sotakhandmade.blogspot.com
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FABRIC:
Plaid: Your choice of any single plaid, 
preferably one that includes several 
colors.

Solid: Your choice of a solid (or tone-
on-tone) fabric that picks up one of the 
colors in your plaid fabric.

White: White or white-on-white fabric is 
acceptable.

Finished size:  Your block should mea-
sure 8½“ along each edge to finish in a 
quilt at 8”.

CUTTING:
From the Plaid: 
Cut (6) 2½“ squares

From the solid: 
Cut (2) 2½” squares

From the White: 
Cut (8) 2½” squares.

M A R C H  2 0 1 7  B O M
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

G A R L I C  K N O T  B L O C K
B Y  G I N N Y  D O R R I S  A N D  R O B Y N  B E L L A M Y

This month we’ll make a simple, fun block using plaid fabrics (in honor of 

St. Patrick’s Day!) that finish at 8”.  These go together very quickly. If you have 

a lot of plaid in your stash, why not make a few and get extra chances to win? 

Remember, every block entered must be unique: no duplicates.

SEWING:
n  Lay the squares out as shown in the 
photo and sew them together in rows.

n  Press all seams toward the plaid fabric.

n  Sew the rows together, matching the 
seams, to create the final block.   

need to see your top patchwork I use 
a 90/14 needle and my usual Gutter-
mann thread when quilting this type 
of quilt. And, I lengthen my stitch to 
almost 4 on my Juki sewing machine  
(I usually have it set to 3 when quilting 
a regular quilt).
 I’ve read somewhere that one 
should never ever iron minky. Some-
times though minky gets all wrinkly, 
so I tried setting my iron on nylon 
setting and press gently on minky’s 
wrong side. I’m happy to say it 
worked well and all the creases were 
smoothed out. I wouldn’t recommend 
you do it on embossed or dimpled 
minky though.
 I hope you will give minky a try next 
time you want to make a super soft 
and snugly quilt. You won’t be disap-
pointed.  v 

Minky!
continued from page 11

Spring Heritage  
Retreat!!
O U R  S P R I N G  R E T R E AT  AT 
Heritage Inn is coming up. The 
dates are Friday, April 28, through 
Sunday, April 30, with the extra day 
Thursday, April 27.

P R I C E S  A R E  A S  F O L L O W S :
Single: $524.12 / Double: $413.72
Extra day Thursday: $125.35 (divided 
by # of persons in the room) plus 
an extra $35-40 to cover the cost 
of the sewing room and breakouts.

There are some nice quilts stores 
to shop in on the way up. If you are 
interested please email your infor-
mation to: clieber@verizon.net. 

Looking forward to lots of fun 
sewing, shopping, and being with 
friends!!!
~Carol Lieberman

mailto:clieber@verizon.net
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ADMIT IT,  I  CAN’ T RESIST 
fabrics cleverly packaged or 
on sale, but my quilty, I mean 

guilty, pleasure is checking my email 
first thing every morning for the Mis-
souri Star Quilt Company daily deal at 
30%, 70%, even free!   

 The Missouri Star Quilt Company 
was established in 2008 when Jenny 
Doan’s family purchased a long-arm 
machine to add income during hard 
times. They began videotaping tutori-
als and they became famous in a short 
time by word of mouth. The town of 
Hamilton, Missouri, grew with the 
addition of several MSQC shops and 
a retreat center, which led to other 
businesses and restaurants opening in 
their small town. Specializing in pre-

Confessions of a Fabriholic
B Y  K A T H Y  C L A R K E 

M E M B E R S ’  F A V O R I T E :

T H E  M I S S O U R I  S T A R 
Q U I L T  C O M P A N Y

An Addicting  
Disappearing 
4-Patch
B Y  D O R I  D I E T Z 

Y E A R  A G O  I  N E E D E D 
to make a baby quilt for my 
soon-to-be-born grandson. 

I had used the Missouri Star Quilt web-
site to create a quilt for my nephew’s 
wedding quilt, so, bereft of ideas I 
went back to their site (https://www.
missouriquiltco.com). I discovered 
the Disappearing 4 Patch Quilt Block 
Tutorial and fell in love. This pattern 

satisfied my compulsion to work with 
small pieces and my cut-and-paste 
inclinations! 
 First you make a four-patch, then 
cut it apart and put it back together 
again in a different configuration. Us-
ing bright colors with dots and white 
as a background color, I had a marvel-
ous time, and have since made four of 
these quilts (and counting) using the 
same pattern.
 Missouri Star Quilt Company has 
patterns, books, and online tutorials. 
They also do machine quilting at quite 
a reasonable price. A good friend has 
sent several quilts all the way to 
Missouri and has been very satisfied 
with their work—and she sets high 
expectations for her quilts. So If you 
are interested, explore their website. 
Even better, find their tutorials on 
YouTube. Disappearing 4-patch tutorial:  
http://tiny.cc/53bjjy.

cuts, they offer coordinates, tools, 
and supplies. They have a free app 
for all the tutorials they have filmed 
over the years, as well as a bi-monthly 
magazine for only $5.00 — with no 
ads and lots of full-color, step-by-
step instructions.

     Over the years I’ve made 
many of their designs as 
they are especially good for 
charities and raffles due to all 
their instruction on time-
saving techniques. Traditional 
blocks have so many amaz-
ing shortcuts! Some of my 
favorites are the Hunter’s 
Star, Disappearing Pinwheel, 
Disappearing Hourglass, and 

the Jelly Roll 1600 — a race where 2.5” 
strips are sewn end to end, cut in half 

and repeated. Some of these patterns 
look quite complicated but are actu-
ally easy! Someone is always doing 
one of these on our retreats and the 
finished tops really inspire others to 
try. I realize that at some point I may 
need an intervention but for now, I’ll 
continue to check the daily deal, but 
only purchase when I have a plan for a 
specific quilt.   v 

Two 5” charm packs will make a quilt 45” x 51” 
without borders.

I
A

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

MSQC Goodnight Irene

MSQC Hunter’s Star

MSQC Tumbler Quilt for Easy as ABC

https://www.missouriquiltco.com
https://www.missouriquiltco.com
http://tiny.cc/53bjjy
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We do the cutting for you!
•Pre-cut kits created by Susan
•Sashiko Supplies
•Silk Fabric
•Shweshwe fabric from South Africa
•Japanese Fabric
•We now come to your home for group 
classes. Contact us for details
 

! ! www.easypiecing.com
! ! easypiecing@gmail.com

S E W  S M A R T

Tips n’ Tools
NE OF THE BEST THINGS ABOUT GOING 
on a quilting retreat is discovering the new 
quilting toys my friends are playing with. 

On this most recent retreat at the Koinonia Conference 
Center,* I spied a group 
of friends having a very 
good time singing as 
they ironed. And I found 
out the reason for their 
happiness: The  Oliso  
iron. Here is Mary Haw-
ley on her treasure:

“The Oliso Smart Iron garnered a lot of attention at our 
off-site this past weekend. There were two of them in use. 
The iron has feet! When you touch the handle the iron low-
ers, ready to work. When you take your hand off the handle, 
the feet lift the iron off the board. You don’t have to tip the 
iron to sit on its butt like a conventional iron. This is great 
for people with weak wrists, but the big advantage for me 
is that it is very stable standing on the ironing board. My 
ironing board is almost always set up and when a cat leaps 
up onto its surface, the iron stays put.”
 “The iron I brought to the retreat was an older model; I 
have a TG1600 at home. Both are designed for quilters and 
sewers: quick to heat, have a long shut-off time, and have a 
long cord. You can read about them at oliso.com.” 

 So I did a little research on the iron at Amazon.com 
and noted that it cost $170.00. The reviews are mixed.
One enthusiastic user said, “I ironed over buttons, snaps, 
used spray starch and Mary Ellen’s best press, I steamed, 
I sprayed, I turned it off and on. I had a little film on the 
soleplate when I was done (having used almost a full can 
of spray starch and a quarter bottle of Best Press), and it 
wiped right off with a Clorox wipe.”  A less enthusiastic 
user said that it leaked and was not as good as her $20 
Black and Decker iron.  
 Does anyone else in our guild own an Oliso? If you do, 
please weigh in and email me (albraz@nyc.rr.com) and 
I’ll publish the results. Meanwhile, do you have a new toy 
you can’t live without?  Let me know! Thanks so much. 
~Alice Braziller

* Koinonia is such a fabulous place.  Please consider 
joining us on our next retreat there at the end of May.  
Sharon Pratt will have more details.

O

http://www.easypiecing.com
oliso.com
Amazon.com
mailto:albraz@nyc.rr.com
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N E W  M A C H I N E S

Shopping Hours: 
Thurs: 1-9pm 
Fri: 1-6pm 
Sat: 12-5pm

40 W 37th St, Suite 603
New York, NY 10018

212-220-3958
gothamquilts.com

On the first Thursday of the month, 
show your guild membership card to

get a 10% discount on your 
merchandise purchase and enjoy 

some fun snacks. 

"Upside" is our newest free pattern! 
Download it at: 
gothamquilts.com/upside

http://www.sewtime.com
http://www.gothamquilts.com/classes


The Brooklyn Bee

The Brooklyn 

Quilters Guild

PO Box 90790

Fort Hamilton Station

Brooklyn, NY 11209

www.quiltbrooklyn.org

Materials, Classes and Machines for the Inspired Maker 
Store Hours : Mon - Fri 12 - 7, Sat 12 - 6, Sun 12 - 5 

128 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York 11231   •     www.brooklyngeneral.com

http://www.quiltbrooklyn.org
http://www.brooklyngeneral.com

