
U R  J A N U A R Y  A N N U A L  
“Lenni Abel Workshop” 
featured Anita Grossman 

Solomon presenting a trunk show and 
hands-on workshop. Anita began with 
the trunk show, entertaining us with 
her quilt journey, sharing many color-
ful quilts, funny anecdotes, sprinkled 
throughout with helpful quilting and 
fabric tips. She had us both laughing 
and ooohing over her beautiful quilts.
 Fifty to sixty members stayed for 
her workshop. We learned to create 
the traditional Jewel Block with Anita’s 
very modern, fast, and fun method. 
The blocks were made using her 
ingenious pattern and technique with 
fabric provided by the Michael Miller 
Company. All the completed blocks 
are going to Project Dovetail, which 
is making quilts for survivors of the 
recent hurricanes. Learn more here:  
https://tinyurl.com/ya2ay6xa
 At the workshop Anita had the 
fabrics prepared and ready for us so we 

were able to start right in. We broke 
into four groups or stations, with each 
station given a specific task. Each of 
the tasks was first demonstrated by 

Anita. Each station had designated 
runners and advisers to help advance 
the tasks toward completion and onto 
the next section. The stations included:

THE SEWERS 
Four tables of Sewers began the work. 
Sewers were given the paper pattern 
attached to two, equal-size, fabric 
rectangles. They sewed multiple seams 
this way and that along the clearly 
defined stitching lines on the pattern. 
Once complete, these were scooped 
up and taken to the cutting station. 

THE CUTTERS
Ten cutting boards with rotary cutters 
were set up in the second station. 
Once the pattern was sewn, this team 
efficiently cut through them along the 
designated cutting lines — freeing the 
individual units which were now ready 
to have their paper patterns removed. 
On they went to the Rippers.

O

January’s Trunk Show and Workshop —  
A Blaze of Color and Camaraderie!     B Y  M A R G A R E T  M A R C Y  E M E R S O N

Evening Star Block. Solomon Stars quilt. Direc-
tions in Martingale Publishing book Rock Stars. 
Featuring Anita’s color collection for Kona  
fabrics: https://tinyurl.com/y8598f55

The Double Wrench (left) is part of Anita’s Craftsy Technique class, sewn on paper like the Jewel.
Bow Twist Quilt (on right). A free Bow Twist pattern at Robert Kaufman Fabrics shows a new way to 
apply triangles.  http://www.robertkaufman.com/quilting/quilts_patterns/anitas_bow_twist/ 

Anita’s Vice Versa reversible hexie quilt.
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THE RIPPERS
Stationed comfortably at a round 
table, the Rippers carefully tore off the 

paper pattern from the two layers of 
stitched fabric. Once done, the pieces 
were collected and passed to the 
pressing team.

THE IRONERS 
The pressing station was made up of 
about eight ironing surfaces and irons 
set up along both sides of a long rect-
anglular table. The workers received 
the now paper-free fabric sections 
and carefully pressed each seam to its 
designated side. They then positioned 
each unit into its final position on 
an individual small square of batting 
functioning as a mini-design wall. 

“We made so many beautiful 
blocks but my thoughts are 
mostly focused on the wonder-
ful members that I got to know 
better as I worked!”  

~Joyce Crupi

“Anita’s quilts were so inspiring 
and varied that it was a wonder-
ful time for all of us. The Jewel 
quilt pattern is a great addition 
for my stash of fabrics and after 
working on the blocks during the 
workshop I will be able to com-
plete them quickly. The pattern 
is fabulous and as usual they 
come out perfectly.”

~Judith Corwin

“I think we finished 36 of the 
100 blocks we worked on. The 
remaining blocks should be done 
by the February meeting.”

~Susie

“The workshop was really 
beautiful. Hopefully we will have 
as GREAT A RESPONSE at the 
ABC FRENZY!”

~ Vickkie

“It was an informative workshop. 
Anita shared wonderful insights 
from A-Z, such as preparing 
fabric, washing, and zigzag 
stitching, vendors, and classes. 
I was unable to stay for the 
demo. Things must have gotten 
even better. Loved it.”

~Alexis Delbridge

“I was just planning to stay for 
the trunk show, but I was so 
intrigued by her quilts and 
methods that I had to see for 
myself and I stayed for the 
workshop.  So glad I did! “ 

~Alice Braziller

“I was immediately assigned to 
one task, which I was to contin-
ue (and did) throughout the du-
ration of the program; so I never 
got to see or hear an overview of 
other steps, yet got the gist and 
liked the block.”

~unnamed

 The blocks went back once more 
to the Sewers who stitched together 
the final seams, and sent them back 
to the Ironers for a final pressing to 
complete the blocks.
 The efficient assembly-line-  
fashioned event went smoothly, with 
runners quickly picking up finished 
work from each station and depositing 
them at the next. Plenty of laughter 
and chatter filled the hall. Each station 
had a section leader fielding questions 
and overseeing quality control. Anita 
watched over everything and made 
the whole process easy and enjoyable.  
 We all received satisfaction upon 
seeing the results of our handiwork 

One of the first completed Jewel Blocks from our 
workshop.
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“What a blast, sweatshop-style!” 
~Donna Rae

“I was so exhausted when I got 
home I had to lie down! But it 
was a lot of fun.” 

~Ginny Dorris

“Anita Grossman Solomon’s 
enthusiasm is so great!  I 
purchased one of her books and 
started cutting fabric for one of 
her quilt methods on Saturday!”

~Chris Augenbraun

“Saturday’s workshop was great. 
I had so much fun. It was  

“controlled chaos.”
~Elizabeth Hayes

“Charity is Love! ♥”
~Thadine

Playing with some of the completed blocks from the workshop.

— all the completed blocks were 
spread out on a table at the end of the 
afternoon. Good work was done and a 
great time was had by all!   
 The workshop had a strict ending 
time as another event was scheduled 
for the space. All the unfinished blocks 
were taken home by members to be 
completed, returned, and collected at 
the February meeting.
 Members were provided with 
a copy of Anita’s pattern to use at 
home. Now, with some solid experi-
ence under their belts, they are ready 

to try it with their own projects.
 If you missed the meeting or were 
there and want to learn more pattern 
techniques, enroll in Anita’s online 
Craftsy class. It includes unique proj-
ects, including the Jewel block, along 
with other patterns. Anita has gener-
ously offered a half-price discount 
to members by using this link:  
http://bit.ly/AnitaQuickTechniques
 To learn more about Anita’s work, 
and to find her tips and downloads, 
check out her blog:  
http://makeitsimpler.blogspot.com/ 
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QUICK TECHNIQUES FOR CLASSIC BLOCKS: WRENCHES, STARS & TWISTS 
with Anita Grossman Solomon

Jewel Block Layouts       B Y  A N I T A  G R O S S M A N  S O L O M O N

and don’t miss the columns she writes 
for Craftsy, find them at: 
https://tinyurl.com/y734p763
  A pattern for her Vice Versa revers-
ible hexie quilt (as seen on page 4) is 
available here:  
https://tinyurl.com/yb74mas5 

It is a variation of her method by Quilt-
maker magazine editors.
 A final note: please do not share 
Anita’s copyrighted pattern with 
others, but instead point them to her 
Craftsy class. Remember, it is how she 
makes her living.  v 7
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