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April
Charity 
Qui lt  
Col lect ion
37 ABC QUILTS 

TTTTTTT

1 SOLDIER QUILT

TTTTTTT

32 PILLOWCASES 
FOR THE RONALD 
MCDONALD HOUSE

TTTTTTT

Thank you to all 
participants! 

C O - P R E S I D E N T S ’  L E T T E R :

 

Dear Friends,

Thanks to all our members who participated in our “Brooklyn Quilts!” 

show at the Brooklyn Downtown Marriott Hotel on April 3 & 4, 2016. 

The quilts were beautiful and the show was great!

Spring is the time for celebrations: weddings, graduations, births, and a whole lot more. 

Perhaps you are making a quilt as a gift for someone to celebrate an occasion or have 

just gone through your latest quilting magazine and have decided to make a new quilt. 

Good for you! Enjoy the process of picking out an interesting pattern, selecting the fabric, 

and sewing all the pieces together. It’s something that we all love to do.

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at the next meeting on May 21, 2016.

Madonna Connor

Co-President
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Join Us at Our Monthly Meetings
G U I L D  M E E T I N G S
Third Saturday of the month, except July and August.

Holy Name of Jesus Church, Shepherd’s Hall
245 Prospect Park West (entrance to Shepherd’s Hall in back,  
off the parking lot).
Business Meeting: 9:45 a.m. Members welcome. 
General Meeting: 11:00 a.m. Members: free; guest fee: $5.

Transportation:
Bus: B-68 to last stop at Prospect Park West
Subway: F train to 15th Street/Prospect Park
Parking Available.

S U N D A Y  B E E S
Second and fourth Sundays of the month, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bring your sewing machine and lunch and spend the day.  
Large tables available for use – great for batting up your quilts.

Marien Heim Senior Center
4520 Fourth Avenue at 46th Street, Sunset Park, Brooklyn.  
For more info, call Madonna Connor at 718-748-6512

Transportation:
Bus B-11 to 49th Street and Fourth Avenue, walk to 46th Street, 
or B-63 to 46th Street and Fifth Avenue, walk to Fourth Avenue. 
Subway: N or R train to 45th Street train station.
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Summer
Retreat
SINCE WE ALL HAD A 
a “blast” at our recent 
Heritage spring retreat and 
can’t wait until October, 
we are trying to put to-
gether a “Mini” summer 
retreat at Heritage in 
Southbury, CT, most prob-
ably in August. Anyone 
interested please let me 
know. I will try to have the 
pricing info and available 
dates by the next meeting. 
 ~Carol Lieberman
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Margaret Marcy Emerson

B E AT  R E P O R T E R S :

C O M M U N I T Y
Martha McDonald

A R E A  Q U I LT  S H O W S 
Martha Musgrove 

C O N T R I B U T O R S :

S E W  K N O W
Marcie Brenner

Alice Braziller 
Madi Appell
Joyce Crupi
Pat Decker

Mary Hawley
Susan Louis
Mara Lurie

Yvonne Milton
Gail Otis

Josette Piacenti
Nancy Russell 
Phyllis Siegel 
Marie Towle 

Kathleen Wolter

Deadline for submissions:
All articles for the June 2016 

issue of The Brooklyn Bee  
should be received by 9 a.m.,  

Monday, June 20, 2016,  
for inclusion in that issue.  

Please email them to  
margaret.marcy@gmail.com

May Hospitality 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

W E  H A V E  B E E N  T H R O U G H  T H E  A L P H A B E T  F O R  A S S I G N I N G 
hospitality snacks. This month we ask all generous souls who love to cook or bake 
to share their talents with us — or if time doesn’t allow it, to pick up a favorite 
treat to share. Please bring a snack of 6 to 8 servings: home-baked brownies 
and cookies, apples, clementines, hardboiled eggs, bagels and spread, doughnut 
holes—your choice. Bring your own coffee, or tea — plenty of options for purchas-
ing beverages on the block outside the church!  Thank you to all contributors for 
your previous generosity!  Bon appétit!  

We will discuss our June year-end meeting party plans at the May meeting. Bring 
your ideas and be ready to step up to help organize.   ~The Hospitality Committee

Last Chance for Show Merch!
You have another opportunity to purchase t-shirts and tote bags featur-
ing our show logo.  The t-shirt is a 100% cotton navy blue Ladies v-neck 
(sizes S-2XL) with logo centered on the front; the tote bag is an extra 
large canvas boat bag (100% cotton; dimensions 21  1/2” wide x 16” high 
x 6” wide bottom). We are adding a 100% cotton navy unisex t-shirt in 
sizes L, XL and 2X. 

All orders are subject to a minimum of 12 units.

Orders will be taken with payment only by the May meeting. If you 
can’t be at the meeting, you can send Wendy Menard a check payable 
to the Brooklyn Quilters Guild prior to the meeting (May 21).  If you 
order at the meeting, you have the option of paying in cash.  Please 
email Wendy at  wjmenard@gmail.com with any questions.

$32
Extra-large canvas tote bag 

100% cotton. 
21 1/2” wide x 16” high 

x 6” wide bottom

$16
100% cotton navy blue  

Ladies v-neck (sizes S-2XL)

The Bee Needs You!
Calling all writers, reporters, photographers, 
proofreaders, designers, thinkers and tinkerers, 
the curious and creative... 

Have you skills, talents, and ideas to share? Is 
your community or niche being represented?

We are putting together our team for next year 
and are seeking members to contribute on an  
occasional or regular basis. Sometime in May 
we will be holding a meeting to share ideas and 
discuss our plans for next year.  

If you are interested or want more information, 
email margaret.marcy@gmail.com. 

A recent letter from  
Maureen McCormack, who 
every month distributes our 
Easy as ABC quilts to nursing 
staffs around the city:

Dear Quilters,

Thank you again and again 
for the beautiful quilts! 
They went to the Bed-Stuy 
Family Health Center and 
were greatly appreciated 
as always. Enjoy the spring 
and know how much we 
value your support!

~Maureen

mailto:margaret.marcy%40gmail.com?subject=The%20Brooklyn%20Bee
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And What a 
Show It Was!

“Look at the workmanship!”

“This quilt has a life of its 
own.”

“What a great show — it was 
worth coming all the way 
from Long Island!”

“I’m loving these vendors!”

“I’m so glad I came to this 
show!”

“Not one person has passed 
this quilt without taking a 
picture.”(said about one of 
Sylvia Hernandez’s quilts)

“May I show you the back 
of this quilt?”  “No thanks, 
it’s my Aunt’s.”  : )

“Does the back have fabric?”

“Is that the Mayor’s wife?”

“Can you imagine how much 
work goes into making a 
quilt?”

“It us unfortunate that 
people do not realize the 
value and are not willing 
to pay the prices for all 
the work that goes into 
making one.”

“I can’t believe that it is all 
ties — it is amazing!”

“Beautiful quilt! Lots of 
stitches, time, and talent!”

“Had a great time and 
refreshed my stash!”

As a relatively new 
member (second 
year) and a first-time 
participant, I was very 
impressed with how 
professionally it was 
done.  It really was a 
wonderful quilt show 
and among one of the 
best I’ve attended.
~Yvonne Milton

I feel like a real artist 
when I see my quilts 
hanging in our show. 
It is such a reward-
ing feeling when I 
see strangers study-
ing and enjoying my 
quilts! I loved being 
part of our show and 
volunteering, and look 
forward to the next 
one in two years.
~Josette Piacenti

I was so proud to be a 
part of our guild show 
this year, “Brooklyn 
Quilts!” The photo 
above expresses the 
creativity and burst-
ing of joy that I felt 
throughout the time I 
spent at the show!!!
~Madi Appell

The show was fantas-
tic! I loved seeing all 
the quilts and reading 
their stories; some 
of those quilts were 
truly outstanding. It 
was also nice to see 
the “Flight” Quilt 
Challenge quilts up 
close and to be able to 
showcase examples of 
donation quilts that 
our members produce: 
Baby Quilts, Comfort 
Quilts, Wounded 
Warrior Quilts, and 
more. The venue really 
showed off our work to 
great advantage and, I 
expect, contributed to 
our vendors’ success.
~Mary Hawley

This show was fantas-
tic. The quilts were of 
exceptional quality, 
well hung, and the 
lighting was very good.  
There was a great vari-
ety of vendors and the 
fact that they were set 
up around the quilts 
was an added plus.  
Great job!
~Susan Louis

Overheard 
at the Show:
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Seven Quilters Take Daytona!
neared, emails between us lamented: 
So much cutting! What’s all this prep? 
But we did it, even though I had to use 
my host’s rotary cutter—which I could 
not bring on a plane—to finish some 
cutting before the class. 
 The class was all I expected. I loved 
the experience and am glad I did it. My 

self-image is 
that I am the 
slowest quilter 
ever. Really. So 
I did not get 
too much done 
in class, but 
didn’t expect 
to either. I was 
inspired by the 
teacher, Nancy 
Mahoney, and 
happy to have 
met her and 
had this experi-

ence. I think I will 
eventually complete this quilt, in an 
even bigger size. My friend? She’s not 
so sure. But we had fun: that’s for sure. 

Fidget Quilts?
What is a fidget quilt? I had no idea 
until I stopped at a booth during the 
show. It is a small quilt or apron that 
is used to busy the nervous hands of a 
patient suffering from Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. The goal is to have a quilt 
that is filled with tactile stimulation 
and objects to manipulate. Fidget 
quilts can be adorned with pictures, 
ribbons, cloth, 
mesh, etc., and 
can include 
velcro, lace, 
pockets, snaps, 
buttons, and 
zippers to  
occupy hands. 
They are very 

imaginative!
 The booth at the show had sewing 
machines set up with miscellaneous 
objects that you could use in a fidget 
quilt. You were welcome to sit down 
and create. There was a lot of informa-
tion posted about fidget quilts and 
some samples. The original project was 
started by Anne Marie Rowe in 2012, 
when she had one made for her father 
and witnessed its success. The Ameri-
can Quilter’s Society features a local 
service project in each of its shows and 
this time chose Racing Fingers Quilters 
Guild in nearby Ormond Beach. In 2015, 
its members adopted the project and 
started donating their fidget quilts to 
patients at Florida Hospital, where they 
have been very useful keeping patients’ 
hands occupied during treatments. 

Karen K. Stone Exhibit
One of the special show exhibits was 
“Gratifying and Full of Joy: Quilts by 
Karen K. Stone.” Karen makes advanced 
geometric quilts—not representa-
tional, pictorial quilts. She is known 
for her spiky points, circular forms, and 
appliqué. These complex shapes must 
be paper or foundation pieced. They 
are certainly “art” quilts, but in a more 
traditional vein. The pattern New York 
Beauty seems to have really influenced 
this Texas quilter.
 Karen’s colors, in this show at 
least, were mostly in the warm, 
autumnal spectrum. But I know she 
has made many brightly colored quilts 

too. The quilts have 
many, many fabrics 
in them, and many 
of the quilts fea-
tured silk. She is bold 
in her placement 

N E  Q U I LT I N G  B U D D Y 
made six of us in our little 
quilting group an offer we 

couldn’t refuse: a trip to her home in 
Daytona Beach at the end of a dreary 
February. Daytona Beach, Florida, also 
happened to be the new site for the 
American Quilter’s Society QuiltWeek, 
which was two 
blocks from her 
home. And two 
blocks in the 
other direction 
was heaven it-
self: the Atlantic 
Ocean with its 
quiet, clean, and 
endless beaches. 
It made for a de-
lightful triangle 
of places to visit. 
At the heart of 
the triangle was 
the porch of her 
house where we enjoyed our morning 
coffee, our hand sewing, and showing 
off our new fabrics and gadgets. This 
was about as close to a sorority as 
most of us would ever get. This was . . . 
quilters’ paradise! 

Taking a Class from a Celebrity Quilter
The chance to spend all four days at 
a major quilt show emboldened two 
of us to take advantage of the great 
classes, taught by big-name quilt 
teachers and book authors, that these 
AQS events include. It was the first 
time for both of us. We chose “Wild 
Waves,” a paper-piecing pineapple 
variation taught by Nancy Mahoney. 
My friend and I were equally ambiva-
lent about paper piecing, yet equally 
attracted to the very lovely quilt pic-
tured that would be the result!
 So we said, OK, let’s stretch our 
boundaries. We signed up. As the date 

O

Wild Waves Quilt by Nancy Mahoney

A sample Fidget quilt made by Quiltfire

continued  
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of fabrics; many quilts in the show 
seemed “scrappy,” yet you would not 
call these works scrap quilts.
 Karen began quilting in 1986 and 
teaching in 1990. She has published 
designs since 1993. Her “Indian Orange 
Peel” may be familiar to you since it 
was in a lot of magazines and on the 
cover of one. I saw it at the show. It is 
truly beautiful. If 
you are interested 
in making a Karen 
Stone design, you 
can buy her pat-
terns or books.

World Painters 
Challenge
Another special 
exhibit at this 
AQS show was the 
“World Painters 
Challenge.” Every 
few years a quilt 
group in Japan in-
vites other nations 
to do a challenging 
quilting project. 
The World Painters 
Challenge began 
in 2013. A list of 30 

famous painters was chosen, and that 
list was given to groups of quilters in 
Japan, France, and Oregon, USA. One 
painter was assigned to each quilter in 
all three countries (30 in each coun-
try). Each person designed and made 
a small quilt in the style of their artist. 
They could replicate a picture 
that artist had done, or make 
any quilt they wanted, but in 
the style of that artist.
 Quilters approached the 
assignment in many different 
ways. Many were successful 
in expressing the style of the 
painter, without using a paint-
ing by that artist. Some of 
the artists represented were 
Picasso, Van Gogh, Degas, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Warhol—the 
choices covered a wide range 
of styles. The resulting quilts 
also depended on the quilters’ 
skills and the kind of quilts they 
usually make. I liked the idea 
of three people interpreting 
one artist. It was something 
 different. This exhibit was a good  
addition to a large show and will be at 
all the AQS shows this year. 

Symphony of Colors
Included also was a 
breathtaking exhibit of 24 
Japanese Quilts entitled 
“Symphony of Colors.” Us-
ing their traditional fabrics, 
color sense, and motifs to 
make American patchwork 
(imported from the US in 
the 1970s), Japanese quilters 
have created a new cat-
egory that expresses both 
Japanese and American 
cultures in varying degrees. 
If the thought of Japanese 
quilts conjures up images 
of designs requiring vast 
patience and perfection, 
rightly so!
 Nature and geomet-
rics were the most com-

mon themes in this exhibit, including 
floral, landscape, and perspective 
using taupe, silks, and floral cottons. 
Techniques included appliqué, hand 
and machine piecing, painting, embel-
lishing, and embroidery. Handwork is 
often the method of choice due to the 

types of materials used and the surface 
texture desired. I hear this exhibit is 
traveling around, so you may be able to 
catch it at another AQS show.

People and Portraits
This exhibit—from SAQA (Studio Art 
Quilt Associates)—displayed the work 
of 20 quilters from the book Art Quilt 
Portfolio: People and Portraits (2013). 
The quilts ranged from Canadian Mary 
Pal’s up-close, soulful faces created 
with cheesecloth and machine quilting 
on a black background, to Kathy Nida’s 
Fully Medicated with Hindu goddess– 
and Frida Kahlo–like imagery. Some, 
like Viola Burley Leak’s Obama Quilt: 
Change, Exchange & Vision and Ulva 
Ugerup’s (Sweden) The Nine Muses and 
Birthright of Woman, address political 
issues. 
 Although billed as celebrating “the 
expressiveness of the human face,” 
many of the quilts achieved their effects 
by focus on details other than the 

Quilters Take Daytona!

Two of the Picasso quilts

Detail from Happy RickRack by Karen Stone 

A White Forest by Keiko Yoshida
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face. My favorites in this category were 
Lori Lupe Polish’s We Were All There, 
four panels that depict family and 
friends at a funeral, and a small work 
by Jean Sowada called Flow, of two 
carefree friends lying on a boulder. 
 One portrait among the show 
entries attracted a lot of attention—
Frame of Mind by Flora Joy, whose 
book Trispective on the technique has 
been published by AQS. It features 
a “3-N-1” image: as you approach it 
one way you see Jackie O; straight on 
you see Oprah Winfrey; and from the 
other side, Mother Teresa. This is ac-
complished with strips an inch or so 
apart at right angles to the flat surface 
of the quilt that change the image 
depending on your point of viewing.

Extraordinary Quilting
What I found most amazing at this 
show was the quality of the quilting. 
The quilting was intricate and dense—
only about a quarter of an inch or 
maybe even less between designs or 
rows of stitching. The quilting was also 
extremely skillful—tiny, even stitches 
on both hand and machine work. And 
this wasn’t just a couple of quilts but 
practically every one in the show. While 
admiring it, I nevertheless thought to 
myself, Who has time for this?! It has 
taken me nine years to complete one 
quilt with quilting that’s not so small, 
not so even, and not so dense!
 To add to our joyful gathering in 

happy to see Kay again, and celebrate 
her birthday at a local restaurant. We 
all hope we can repeat this wonderful 
experience again next year!  
      AQS has booked QuiltWeek at the 

same Daytona venue 
for 2017 and 2018. See 
you there?

~Alice Braziller, 
Mara Lurie, Martha 
Musgrove, Josette 
Piacenti, Nancy 
Russell, Phyllis Siegel, 
and Marie Towle

Flow by Jean Sowada

Daytona Beach, three other mem-
bers of our guild were staying at a 
nearby hotel. One was Kay Frances 
Frye, a longtime guild member who 
has moved to Virginia.  We were all so 

The Trispective Quilt: Frame of Mind by Flora Joy

Impressive quilting, both hand and machine.
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will become part of a scrap quilt. 
 My larger pieces are sorted by 
basic color. I have bins and drawers for 

white, black, beige, red, 
blue, green, multicolor, 
etc. My less-than-quar-
ter-yard pieces and left-
overs get shoved into a 
large hatbox, which I go 
to first when I’m ready 
to piece a scrap quilt. It 
is almost therapeutic 
to sort these scraps 
into basic color groups. 
Sometimes just seeing 
the juxtaposition of  
patterns and colors 
gets an idea going. 
Remember when we 

had unwritten rules of dressing? We 
weren’t to wear red with pink or blue 
with green or white after Labor Day? 
Surprise! All those 
colors or patterns we 
wouldn’t be caught 
dead wearing are 
A-Okay in quilting. 
How liberating! Poison 
green with pink makes 
a very stimulating baby 
quilt. Yellow, orange, 
and blue . . . why not? 
Stripes and polka dots, 

what fun! And, 
what the heck’s 
wrong with 
pink and red? High contrast, 
low contrast, anything goes.
       Every now and then I 
decide to have a “house-clean-
ing” of my stash. Recently, an 
overabundance of green fab-
rics inspired a twin-size “Green 
Quilt.” Little bits of red fabric 
were added to break up the 
monotony. Before that it was 

O  M E ,  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T 
compelling factoids of quilting 
history is that our forebears 

used every scrap of fabric 
they had on hand to cre-
ate utility quilts. Today, 
there’s a huge market 
in “feedbag” and 1930s 
fabrics to replicate these 
treasures. I have always 
been a recycler and I 
seriously hate waste of 
any kind, so it’s natural 
that scrap quilts are my 
favorites. 
 When I purchase 
yard goods, I generally 
select neutrals, tone-on-
tones, or solids; these 
give me flexibility for my scraps. My 
scraps come from lots of fat quarters, 
leftovers from more organized quilts, 
trimmed backings, and the BQG scrap 
table. I am fortunate enough to have 
my mother, Eve Lee, as a fellow scrap-
quilter. We frequently come to each 
other’s rescue with that needed eighth 
yard of “something.” Anything over 
one and a half inches is fair game. Like 
most of us, I occasionally buy some-
thing that matches nothing I own. Of 
course it seemed like a good idea at 
the time. Thank goodness it eventually 

T
Quilting with scraps 
is akin to doing a 
jigsaw puzzle without 
the box-top picture: 
You are only told it’s  
a Swiss forest scene, 
a boat on the water, 
or a dog. You have 
some idea what it will 
look like but the fin-
ished article is always 
a surprise.
~Anna Foss

All quilts made by Pat Decker.

a red and gold quilt, and prior to that 
was a brown, blue, and tan quilt. I am 
perpetually left with blocks that didn’t 
quite make it with a certain project or 
perhaps I made too many: these get 
recycled into “collage quilts.” These are 
fun and tax my mathematical abilities. 
I will make a lot of log cabin-type bits 
and pieces in the same color families 

to create unifying 
blocks for leftover 
stars, etc. It is a great 
way to “use-up” all 
those pesky (and 
treasured) scraps. The 
best part of this is 
that you will never run 
out of a specific fabric!
      So, if you are stuck 
in a rut with your 
quilt making, go to 
your stash of scraps. 
Try a log cabin with 

similar colors or string-pieced squares 
of many colors, pair them with solid 
squares, draw a diagonal line on the 
back, sew 1/4” away from the line on 
each side, cut them diagonally and 
make ½ square triangles. Be brave. 
Don’t be afraid of putting together 
wonky colors or patterns. And if all 
else fails, call me: I’ll be more than 
happy to take your leftovers!    v

Scrap Quilting — A Way of Life                              
B Y  P A T  D E C K E R



H A T  F U N  M Y  F I R S T 
quilt show was! Having 
my quilt up in the com-

pany of other wonderful quilts was 
exciting. When I arrived at the 
ballroom late 
Friday afternoon 
I found an exhibi-
tion space devoid 
of any hint of the 
show that was 
due to open at 
10:00 a.m. the 
next morning. 
Having already been to many quilt 
shows, I had faith that the show 
would go on, just as the others did, 
but I didn’t have a clue as to how. 
Being with guild members working 
together tirelessly to hang the show 
was moving (and boy did we move). 

I joined others in running the quilts 
to their hanging location, marrying 
them with appropriately sized poles, 
and matching poles with chains of 
the proper length before we could 

at last hang the 
quilts on the 
frames. Caught up 
in the details of 
what I was doing, 
I hadn’t noticed 
the forest for the 
trees. Looking up 
and around, I was 

wowed by the wonderful display of 
hanging quilts ready for the world 
to see. Kudos to the hanging chair 
people for all the organizing efforts 
that made it possible for everyone to 
work together so well.      
~Gail Otis
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April Block of the  
Month Winner
Congratulations to Eileen  
Anderson, winner of April’s 
beautiful blocks. 

W
Participating in My First Quilt Show

459 Broome Street  New York, NY

Store hours:  
weekdays 12-7 pm; weekends 12-6 pm

www.purlsoho.com

http://www.purlsoho.com/create/2016/01/27/prism-quilt-in-liberty-of-london/


L A D  T O  R E P O R T  T H E 
Jane activity for this month! 
I have shared a couple of 

pictures of Jane blocks that I did this 
month. There weren’t many because 
our fantastic Guild Show was a far 
more pressing task to accomplish. 
I did my first block that included 
appliqué, and I was glad that I had 
learned the Eleanor Burned method 
of using a fusible to assist needle 
turn appliqué. I also sewed 
the pieces on by machine, 
which is a total departure 
from my past Jane work. 
While I am admitting that I 
used a machine, I might as 
well confess that I used a 
machine for several blocks. 

I am 
certain 
that hand 
work will 
still have 
its place 
in the 
project, 

but I am not opposed to 
speeding up the process! 
 On Tuesday, March 29, 
Madi Appell and I were in-
vited to the Gerritsen Library to share 
the techniques that we use to make 
Jane blocks. There were 8 women 
anxious to immerse themselves in the 
experience. We shared the freezer- 
paper-piecing method and the Eleanor 
Burns appliqué process. All of the 
women were experienced quilters 
and were able to learn these les-
sons and share additional strategies 
of their own that might be helpful. 
To be honest, some of the women 

were interested and others 
admitted that there was no 
way that they would ever 

try Jane. I think that the methods 
we taught will certainly be usable in 
other projects. 
 Finally, at the Heritage Hotel 
retreat, Wendy Menard shared two 
beautiful Jane blocks that she made. 
Her fabrics are beautiful! It’s great to 
share with someone who is smitten 
by Jane. I wish Wendy good luck in 

her quest! 
 Remember, if you have any-
thing to share, please email 
me at Jcrupi50@aol.com.   v
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The Jane Journey Continues...
B Y  J O Y C E  C R U P I 

Selling My  
First Quilt
tttttttttttttttttttttt

E I N G  T H E  T Y P E  O F  P E R -
son who can sell pretty much 
anything—except my own 

work—the Brooklyn Quilters Guild’s 
show was a dream come true for 
me. I actually sold one of my quilts. 
If I have to show my work on my 
own, I will point out every flaw, 
every mistake, every questionable 
decision. But the show was like a 
cocoon for guild members’ work, 
displayed with care and pride for 
everyone to see, admire, and buy, 
if we made it known the quilt was 
available for sale. 
 I was nowhere nearby when 
someone decided they wanted my 
Blue Kimono Storm to hang in their 
home. Jody called me Monday after 
the show and told me to call this 
gentleman, as he wanted to buy 
it. I was at work and just remem-
ber being numb with shock, never 
imagining someone would take 
me up on my offer; but as soon as 
I could speak, my colleagues ex-
pressed words I couldn’t find! And 
the gentleman was gracious and 
appreciative; it made me so happy!
 Thank you all for making the 
Brooklyn Quilts! show a means for 
me and all members to show and 
share our love and skill!
~Kathleen Wolter

B
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B O M
T T T T T T T T T

M A Y 
S C R A P P Y 
G R A N N Y
S Q U A R E S 
T T T T T T T T T

All seams are 1/4”
Final block measures 11 1/2” unfinished

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS
FOR THE BACKGROUND:
n  Cut twelve 3” squares from a 
bright white fabric. 

CENTER “X” — COLOR A:
n Cut five 3” squares from Color A.  
Use scraps from the same color 
family in a similar shade. Option: 
The very center of the “plus” can be 
a variant: lighter, darker, or brighter 
color accent.

CENTER — COLOR B:
n Cut four 3” squares in Color B.  
Use scraps of your second color, 
again all in a similar shade or tone. 

“X” CORNER ENDS — COLOR C:
n Cut four 3” squares in Color C.  
These can be the same or a varia-
tion of Color B. If a variation, make 
them either lighter, darker, brighter 
or a muted variation of Color B. The 
general color should be related.

STEP 1:  
Cut your fabrics and arrange them on a 
table in the desired block format. 

STEP 3:  Pressing
Once all the squares are sewn into 
rows, lay them on your ironing board, 
right sides up, just as they will look 
when assembled. Flip the second and 
fourth strips 180 degrees. 

Turn the strips over so the right sides 
are now facing down and press all the 
seams in the SAME direction. Then turn 
strip 2 and 4 back to original layout 
position. Sew rows together, pinning 
each seam. Pressed seams should be 
opposite and butt together nicely.

STEP 4:  Sewing Rows Together
Take the outside three-square strips, 
position a single white square, right 
sides together, over the center square. 
Make sure 1/4” of the single white 

C C

C C

B

B

B B

A A

A A

A

Squares in your desired formation.

Strips

1
2

3
4

5

STEP 2:  
Sew the squares 
into five rows (plus a 
single white square 
on each end). It can 
be a challenge keep-
ing the squares in order when sewing. 
Here are a few tips that help: 

n   Take a photo of the laid-out block 
before sewing for reference.  

n   Pin the two squares to be sewn with 
the pin’s tip POINTING TOWARD the 
sides to be sewn. This avoids sewing 
the wrong sides together.

n   Sew and complete two rows before 
moving on to new rows.

t t

square extends over seams equally on 
each side. Sew together. As you sew 
the rest of the block together, press 
row seams away from center toward 
outside.

STEP 5:  Trimming
Position final block on cutting mat 
and carefully trim block at the crotch 
points, making sure that there is at 
least 1/4” seam allowance from color.
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Minutes of the Executive Board
Brooklyn Quilters Guild – April, 16 2016

In Attendance: 
Madonna Connor, Rae Jerome, Jody Leight, Ruth Marchese,  
Margaret Marcy, Wendy Menard, Gladys Watson

Treasurer’s Report
Income/Expense by Category for the Period 3/19/16 thru 4/14/16

Assets 
Cash and Bank Accounts 
Checking $18,901.11
Lenni Abel Fund   4,764.20
Petty Cash        467.00

TOTAL ASSETS $19,992.02

Liabilities  
Credit Card 0.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES 0.00

NET WORTH $24,132.31

Income/Expense by Category 
Fifty-Fifty 64.00 
Meeting Raffle  107.00 
Membership Dues 295.00 
Interest on Leni Abel Fund          .12
Show 2016 Income: Admission 9,150.00
Show 2016 Income: Ads    325.00
Show 2016 Income: Buttons   74.00
Show 2016 Income: Member Boutique 1.268.00
Show 2016 Income: Raffle Tickets 5,886.00
Show 2016 Income: Silent Auction  845.00 
Show 2016 Income: T-shirts/bags 1,794.00 
Show 2016 Income: Tote Bag Raffle  1,255.00 
Total Show 2016 Income  20,597.00

TOTAL INCOME                       $21,063.12  

Expenses
Office Supplies  32.00
Printing: Bee  184.61
Misc.       94.99
Professional Services: Meeting Setup  40.00 
Show 2016 Expenses: Event Space Rental-bal.        14,682.00 
Show 2016 Expenses: Raffle Quilt 39.98
Show 2016 Expenses: T-shirts/bags   1,849.25
Total Show 2016 Expenses  16,666.22

TOTAL EXPENSES                    $16,922.83
OVERALL TOTAL (LOSS): $  4,140.29

Treasurer’s Notes
The Show Income/Expense report is not yet finalized.  There is income 
in collection and an outstanding credit card bill.  The Show Income/
Expense report should be ready by the May meeting.  We took in 
$15,000 at the show, with 915 total entrants. The treasurer projects 
that we need to raise $15,000-20,000 over the next two years in 
order to keep our show at the same location.  Fundraising ideas in-

clude: making a quilt over the summer for an in-between year raffle, 
increasing advertising in the show booklet, adding  2-3 more vendors. 
We would move the demonstrations to the back of the hall where 
it would be quieter for demos; prime fronts spaces would be left for 
vendors.

Accounting
Jody is still looking for a new accountant.  Our current accountant will 
file our 990 form (an informational tax return) and this will be the 
last professional act he will do for the guild. 

Show Business
MERCHANDISE:  We will take reorders for merchandise with payment 
up front.  Wendy will contact the merchandise vendor to make sure a 
reorder is possible in an appropriate time frame (to be completed by 
June meeting). If it is possible, she will send out a blast email as well 
as advertise in the Bee. Orders for merchandise will be taken with pay-
ment up front only by the May meeting. Delivery for merchandise will 
be at the June meeting.

Committees
Margaret Marcy is collecting committee chair information to create a 
reference for future shows, as well as soliciting input/feedback from 
members.

This year’s show booklet did not include a list of quilts. Gladys 
Watson inquired about listing quilts that are for sale at the show. The 
board discussed the idea of including a list of quilts for sale with the 
program in the future (as has been done in the past).

The guild needs to create a more effective system for recruiting 
volunteers for jobs prior to the show; Margaret’s information will help 
us set up a structure to make sure that personnel needs are identified 
and advertised in advance so that more members can be involved in 
distributing the work load.

Margaret suggested having a meeting outside of the monthly board/
general meeting to review all comments about the show and strat-
egize about changes/improvements for future shows.

Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy Menard
Recording Secretary

We do the cutting for you!
n Pre-cut kits created by Susan
n Sashiko supplies
n Silk fabric
n Japanese fabric
n Ribbons
n Classes
n Private Lessons
www.easypiecing.com
easypiecing@gmail.com

http://www.easypiecing.com
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blind hem stitch, or blanket stitch. 
The thread can be chosen to match, 
contrast, or be invisible. The topper is 
blanket-stitched in matching thread.
 I came up another way of doing 
this technique as I wasn’t too happy 
with leaving the interfacing inside of 
my quilt. I liked that my edges were 
turned under for the appliquéing, but 
I couldn’t press the edges with an iron 
before placing them on the back-
ground. I use Solvy (a water soluble 
stabilizer that looks like clear plastic 
wrap) to alleviate these problems. 
 When the quilt top is finished, it 
will be rinsed several times to remove 

Sew Know: How to Get Around Curved Seams
B Y  M A R C I E  B R E N N E R ,  M C S E

KNOW I ’ VE SPENT T WO C O L-
umns extolling the joys of curved 
seams, but if I haven’t convinced 

you yet that they aren’t hard to do, 
this column is for you. It will be about 
how you can get the same look with-
out having to actually join two curved 
seams, in other words it’s a cheat.
 The Double Wedding Ring is 
currently having a revival thanks to 
Eleanor Burns. The interfacing method 
from Quiltsmart that she uses has 
been around for 20 years. (See a dem-
onstration of Quiltsmart’s method at:
http://tinyurl.com/hlt8h3u.) I was 
introduced to it then and have used it 
and several modifications since.  
 I just finished putting together a 
table topper that I got in Eleanor’s 
class at 2014 Spring Quilt Market for 
this article. You stitch your fabric to 
the interfacing along the pre-printed 
or drawn lines (you can make your own 
interfacing panels using a template) 
ensuring that the fusible side faces 
the right side of the fabric. Cut close 
to the stitching, turn the tube to the 
outside, position it on the prepared 
block and press in place. This method 
works with arcs made from single and 
pieced units. There are several stitches 
that can be used to appliqué the arcs 
in place: edgestitch, narrow zig-zag, 

I

Marcie is owner of Sew Beary Special, a 
quilt shop in Brooklyn, open by appoint-
ment. Reach her at 718-951-3973.

After I stitch I trim with pinking shears 
to allow the seam to curve nicely. The 
pattern shown uses half of the melon, 
so it is cut down the center from point 
to point and then turned. 

The seam is pressed on the fabric side and 
is now ready to be appliquéd.

The half melons are stitched in place with 
a narrow zig-zag in invisible thread. 

I trace my template onto the wrong side 
of my fabric (shown) and then position 
Solvy on the right side. 

2.

1.

4.

3.

M A RC I E ’S  “S O LV Y ”  M E T H O D  FO R  C U RV E D  S E A M S

Two finished blocks.

the Solvy. (Solvy in water can stiffen 
a fabric and then be rinsed again to 
remove it, another trick.)   v

My wedding ring table topper
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Harvey’s
Sew Right Sewing Machines

There’s a reason why we’re 
the “best reviewed,
most recommended”

Sewing Machine Dealer
in New York

The Best Repairs ✂ The Best Selection
The Most Knowledgeable Staff
And integrity and trust built up

over the last 42 years
Unmatched Sales & Service on

Bernina...Baby Lock...Husqvarna Viking...Juki
Repairs, parts & accessories for all makes

223-20 Union Tpke
Bayside, Queens, NY 11364

718-468-5858 www.sewright.com
Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5 Sun 10-3 Closed Mondays

***Brooklyn Guild Member Savings***
Save 10% off regular priced

  Notions & Fabric purchases over $20
15% off Repair labor

on the absolute best sewing machine repairs
Over 1200 bolts of cotton fabric

quilting supplies, rulers, threads, batting & more

A World of Quilts 2016  April 30 and May 1, in Danbury, CT. 
Presented by Northern Star Quilters’ Guild of Westchester County, 
NY. This is their 37th annual show, which has been held in Somers, 
NY, for a long time. Features 250 quilts on display, 30 vendors, 
demonstrations, door prizes, parking, handicapped accessible. 
New location is O’Neill Center, Western Connecticut State Uni-
versity, West Side Campus: 43 Lake Ave. Extension. Hours: 10–5 
Saturday; 10–4 Sunday. Admission: $10.  
Info: www.NorthernStarQuilters.com.

Celebrating 30 Years of Quilting Together   May 14–15, in 
Freeport, NY.  This is the Long Island Quilters’ Society guild show, 
with more than 200 judged quilts on display, plus raffles, auction, 
and demonstrations. At Freeport Recreation Center, 130 East 
Merrick Road. Hours: 10–5 Saturday; 10–3 Sunday for quilt viewing; 
10–4 for vendors’ mall.

Around the Block   May 13–14, in Middletown, NJ. Quilt show 
presented by Rebecca’s Reel Quilters of Poricy Park. More than 150 
quilts displayed in four historic park farmhouse and barn buildings. 
Professionally judged show. At Poricy Park, 345 Oak Hill Road. 
Hours both Friday and Saturday: 10-4; admission $7. 
Info: www.rebeccasreel.org.

Antique and Vintage Textiles Show and Sale, May 13–14, 
in Pennsburg, PA. An antique show and sale featuring antique and 
vintage needlework, quilts, buttons, linens, clothing, and Ameri-
cana. Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center, 105 Seminary St. 
Admission $6, Info: www.schwenkfelder.com.

Celebration of Quilts 2016   May 20–21, in York, PA. The York 
Quilters’ Guild celebrate their 30th anniversary with this profes-
sionally judged show that also offers workshops, a special exhibit, 
demonstrations, and two raffle quilts. Free parking and handi-
capped accessible. Arrangements by the Garden Club of New York 
accompany the quilt displays. At York College of Pennsylvania, 
Grumbacher Sport & Fitness Center, 899 South Richland Ave. 
Hours: Friday 9–6; Saturday 9–4; admission at door is unclear, but 
online advance tickets are being offered for $9. 
Info: www.celebrationofquilts.com.

LeTort Quilters Show for Foundry Day, June 4, in Boiling 
Springs, PA. More than 200 quilts on display made by guild 
members, vendors, demonstrations, boutique of gifts for sale, 
appraisals available for a fee, free parking. At Valley Forge Educa-
tion Center, Forge Road. Free shuttle to other Foundry Day events. 
Admission:$6, students $1, children under 5 free. 
Info: www.letortquilters.com.

 “Celebrate Celebrate”: 35th Peconic Quilt Show, June 11–12, 
in Riverhead, NY, at Suffolk Community College, 121 Speonk Road. 
Judged quilt show, exhibits, vendors, raffles, prizes, and more. Air 
conditioned and handicapped accessible. Hours: 9–5 Saturday; 
10–4 Sunday. Admission: $10, children under 12 free. 
Info: www.eliqg.com.

Met Museum Exhibits of Interest 
to Textile Enthusiasts
Chinese Textiles: Ten Centuries of Masterpieces from The 
Met Collection, at The Met Fifth Avenue through June 19. The 
exhibit explores the cultural importance of silk in China, showcases 
the most important and unusual textiles from the museum’s collec-
tion. Includes spectacular embroideries and costumes.

The Secret Life of Textiles: Plant Fibers, at The Met Fifth 
Avenue through July 31. Examines the importance of linen, hemp, 
ramie, and cotton used by many cultures from ancient Egypt to 
present day. 

American Quilts and Folk Art, at The Met Fifth Avenue through 
Aug. 7. Eight quilts and some folk painting and furniture from the 
museum’s holdings. 

Admission: by donation of your choice. Hours (open daily). 
Info: www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/current-exhibitions

Quilt Shows, Festivals, and Textile Exhibits
C O M P I L E D  B Y  M A R T H A  M U S G R O V E

http://www.sewright.com
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Materials, Classes and Machines for the Inspired Maker 
Store Hours : Mon - Fri 12 - 7, Sat 12 - 6, Sun 12 - 5 

128 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York 11231   •    www.brooklyngeneral.com

http://www.craftingontheplaza.com
www.brooklyngeneral.com
http://www.brooklyngeneral.com


The Brooklyn Bee

The Brooklyn 

Quilters Guild

PO Box 90790

Fort Hamilton Station

Brooklyn, NY 11209

www.quiltbrooklyn.org

City Quilter’s Spring & Summer
• 43+ different classes

• Many Berninas displayed

• 4,000 Cotton bolts + exclusive prints + felt & wool

• Koala sewing cabinets

• 500 threads & colors (Aurifil, Mettler, Isacord, Gutterman)

• Hundreds of notions, books, kits

•  Machine Tune–Ups & Repairs

•  Stabilizers, interfacings, & much more

http://www.www.quiltbrooklyn.org
http://www.cityquilter.com/

