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C o - P r e s i d e n t s ’  L e t t e r :

Dear Fellow Quilters,

Thanksgiving is months away, but I’m already feeling thankful. 

By the time you open this newsletter, the Show Quilt for our April 2016  show will be finished 
and photographed, and we will already have held the first two planning meetings for our April 
2016 Show. We have volunteers for many of the show planning tasks. We had a very successful 
fundraiser at Gerritsen Beach in August.  

This year I’m not only looking forward to spectacular “show and tells” (a given), but to plentiful 
and delicious snacks at meetings, and plentiful and tempting small raffle prizes. Also to ample 
donations of quilts, pillow cases and other comforts, a smoothly run show with lots of great 
prizes for the “instant win” table and lots of must-have items for the silent auction, wonderful 
retreats and workshops, and… I don’t ask for much. 

All of this is possible because so many of the Guild’s members pitch in. All of us are busy, but 
all of us have time to do something for the Guild.  Even if you don’t have time to attend planning  
meetings or run a committee, you probably have time to put up some show posters, ask a  
local business about taking out an ad in our Show Journal, or come up with a few items for the 
“instant win” table at the Show.  Reach into your scrap bag and see what you’re inspired to  
put together.

If everyone continues to help as they’re able, we’ll build a solid and generous Guild, and have 
fun doing it. And I’ll have even more reasons to feel thankful.

Jody Leight
Co-President
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September meeting
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S H O W  N E W S

Next planning  
meeting: 

Thursday, Sept. 10,  
6 pm, NY Methodist  
Hospital, 8th floor
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Please Join Us at our Monthly 
Meetings

G U I L D  M E E T I N G S
Third Saturday of the month, except July and August.

Holy name of Jesus Church, shepherd’s Hall
45 Prospect Park West (entrance to Shepherd’s Hall in back,  
off the parking lot).
Business Meeting: 9:45 AM. Members welcome. 
General Meeting: 11:00 AM. Members: free; guest fee: $5.

transportation:
Bus: B-68 to last stop at Prospect Park West
Subway: F train to 15th Street/Prospect Park
Parking Available.

S U N D A Y  B E E S
Second and fourth Sundays of the month, 10 am-4 pm.
Bring your sewing machine and lunch and spend the day.  
Large tables available for use – great for batting up your quilts.

Marien Heim senior Center
4520 Fourth Avenue at 46th Street, Sunset Park, Brooklyn.  
For more info, call Madonna Connor at 718-748-6512

transportation:
Bus B-11 to 49th Street and Fourth Avenue, walk to 46th Street, 
or B-63 to 46th Street and Fifth Avenue, walk to Fourth Avenue. 
Subway: N or R train to 45th Street train station.
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Help Make the  
Raffle More Fun...
tttttttttttttttt

Bring your donations for 
the  monthly raffle. Fabric, 
tools, patterns, books in 
good condition are all  
appreciated. Give them  
to Lorraine Ochs at the  
beginning of the meeting. 
Many thanks!



Welcome! 
Welcome to the September 2015  issue of our newly redesigned Brooklyn Bee. 

The Bee has some wonderful new team members in place in addition to our 
longtime columnists, to help cover the news and items of interest to our 
community. Thank you to the gifted writers and curious quilters who have 
stepped up with their ideas and articles. I would like to hear from all of you. 
Your ideas and suggestions make the Bee work. 

A big shout-out and thank you to Maura Pinnavaia, who produced our  
newsletter for the past six years nearly single-handedly.  The amount of work 
and coordination involved in each issue often meant spending more time in 
front of the computer that sewing. May she enjoy her newsletter retirement  
in sewing splendor. Thank you, Maura!

I hope you enjoy this issue. I look forward to a great year sewing together.

Sincerely,
Margaret Marcy Emerson, Editor/Designer
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september Hospitality
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu 
T H e  N e W  H o S P i TA l i T y  C o M M i T T e e  W I L L  C O N T I N u E  T O  u S E  
last year’s setup: Because the church no longer gives us storage space for coffee-
pots, etc., we ask that everyone bring their own coffee or tea. (There are at least 
six coffee sellers within two short blocks of Holy Name!)  
 And instead of buying bagels, we are going again with member donations,  
asking members to bring a snack once a year.
 Juliana Kalloo will be working on Hospitality, but it is really a job for three. 
Presidents Jody and Madonna will be asking for more volunteers at the September 
meeting. The job is easier than ever, and fun, so please step up! 
We need you!
 Most important—for the September 
meeting, we are asking that members with 
last names starting with the letters 
A through C bring snack for 6 to 8 people. 
Popular last year: homemade 
baked goods, fruit of all 
kinds, hardboiled eggs, 
bagels and spread, 
doughnut holes, 
and cookies. Bon appétit!

NAMES 
STARTING WITH

A-C
ARE ON!

e d i t o r / d e s i g n e r
Margaret Marcy Emerson

b e At  r e P o r t e r s :

A r t  Q U i Lt s
Madi Appel

C o M M U n i t y
Martha McDonald

A r e A  Q U i Lt  s H o w s 
Martha Musgrove 

Q U i Lt  t i P s
Alice Braziller

C o n t r i b U t o r s :

s e w  K n o w
Marcie Brenner

Joyce Crupi
Janet Finello
Mara Lurie

Robin Strauss 
Sarah Vincent

A d v e r t i s i n g :
Position open, 

please volunteer!

Something to share?
Deadline for submissions:

All articles for the october 2015 
issue of The Brooklyn Bee  

should be received by 9 am,  
Monday, September 21, 2015,  

for inclusion in that issue.  
Please email them to  

margaret.marcy@gmail.com

If there is something you  
want to read about,  

please contact me with  
your ideas and suggestions.

mailto:margaret.marcy%40gmail.com?subject=The%20Brooklyn%20Bee


2 0 1 5  Q U i L t  C H A L L e n g e

Flight
eileen Anderson and valerie turer, Challenge Quilts Co-Chairs

How do you envision flight? A bird on the wing...a voyage in space... 
a flight of fancy...fleeing from danger? This is an opportunity to express 
your concept in fiber. Design your 20” x 20” quilt with any materials, 
techniques, or style you choose. Let your imagination soar!
r e Q U i r e M e n t s :
n	 20” x 20” quilts only.
n	 Hanging sleeve.
n	 Quilt label on back with your name and quilt’s title.
n	 The completed form, below, pinned to the back of your quilt.
n	 Submitting more than one? Please prioritize in case we are able to use only one. 

d e A d L i n e : 
September 19, 2015 Guild Meeting  
Contact us with any questions or to arrange to hand in your quilt if you will miss 
the September meeting. PleASe be sure to follow the guidelines so that we may 
include your quilt in exhibits. 

ContACt Us: 
eileen Anderson: email: eileen.in.bklyn@gmail.com, phone: 347-599-0847
Valerie Turer: email: har.val@verizon.net, phone: 718-832-1585.

        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

2 0 1 5  2 0 ”  x  2 0 ”  F L i g H t  C H A L L e n g e  e n t r y  F o r M

QuilTeR’S  NAMe   PHoNe #          eMAil   

MAY WE INCLuDE YOuR EMAIL ADDRESS IN THE ExHIBIT  BROCHuRE?            YES  NO

QuILT ’S  TITLE 

TECHNIQuES & MATERIALS uSED:

THRee -SeNTeNCe STATeMeNT:

"

t t t

t
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retreat news
uuuuuuuuuuuuuu

O u R  N E x T  R E T R E AT  

is scheduled for Friday,  
Oct. 30, through Sunday,  
Nov. 1, with the extra day 
Thursday, Oct. 29. Rates  
remain the same: $494.94  
(single); $385.36 (double); 
Thursday, $122.08 (divided by 
number of people in room).  
An additional $35-$45 per  
person is charged for sewing 
room rental and breakout 
snacks on Thursday. Forms  
will be available at the  
September meeting. You can 
also email your reservation  
to me: clieber@verizon.net. 
The new quilt shop in  
Newtown is open! It’s called 
“The Quilt Shop by Lois.”  
Check out their website:  
www.thequiltshopbylois.com
HAPPy SeWiNG!
~Carol Lieberman

silent Auction
uuuuuuuuuuuuuu

I T  I S  N O T  T O O  E A R LY  T O 

start planning your contribu-
tion to our silent auction  
for our 2016 show. We will  
accept donations of quilts, 
bags, bowls, etc., that are no 
bigger than 30” by 30”. All 
items will be auctioned off 
“eBay style” to the highest  
bidder at our show. The  
proceeds from the Silent  
Auction will be donated to a 
charity to be chosen by our 
guild. All entries to the Silent 
Auction will be due by the 
March meeting. Thank you  
to all!
~Micki Segel

mailto:eileen.in.brooklyn%40gmail.com?subject=Flight
mailto:har.val%40verizon.net?subject=Challenge%20Quilts
http://www.thequiltshopbylois.com


5the members of the brooklyn Quilters guild have always  
been very generous with their time and skills. they 
contribute to a number of programs such as AbC Quilts, 
Comfort Quilts and the ronald Mcdonald Pillow Case 
project, as well as other miscellaneous events.

ABC Quilts
Peg Haller and Valerie Burrus-Bess, co-chairs of ABC 
Quilts, can be seen busily organizing finished quilts and 
quilt “sandwiches” at the meetings. “The idea is to con-
tribute as many quilts as we have members in the guild, 
and we seem to beat that goal every year,” says Peg. 
 Members donate finished ABC quilts, tops and back-
ing and the guild supplies batting. “At every meeting, we 
display finished work,” she adds. “There is quite a variety 
of work, some simple, some quite complex and beauti-
fully done. It’s a way of using up bits and pieces. There are 
no rules about what the quilts should look like – except 
that they should be baby or child friendly.” She notes that 
the recommended size is 36 inches, but a playpen is 30-in. 
square – again, no rules.
 The sandwiches are sent home with members to  
finish, and completed quilts are gathered at each meeting 
and delivered to Maureen McCormack to be distributed  
to children in hospitals and other institutions. 
 As Sarah Vinson points out, “The Easy as ABC quilt 
program was a total success last year. Our members made 
and donated a whopping 339 quilts for needy children. 
Fantastic! I think of it as giving each of those children a 
little hug. Thank you to all of our members who partici-
pated and continue to give each year. Once again, we will 
be taking tops at the September meeting. We could use 
some baby prints, pastels or bright, cheery fabrics. Batting 
and backing will be available.”

From Sandy to CATS (Comfort After The Storm) to  
Comfort Quilts 
Report from the original “Sandy” members on the project’s 
evolution:

In the winter of 2012, a small group of current and former 
QGB members collaborated to create and donate quilts 
to victims of Hurricane Sandy. We began sewing 6-inch 
squares from our fabric stashes into quilt tops that we had 
machine-quilted locally by Joe of Supreme Quilting (known 
to many Guild members over the years). Soon after, we 
presented the project to the Guild and received funds for 

Joe’s quilting services and to purchase rolls of batting and 
some backing fabric.
 It didn’t take long before more Guild members pitched 
in to create or donate quilt tops, apply bindings to finish 
off the machine-quilted works, stitch official QGB cloth 
labels to the backs of quilts, or contribute orphan blocks, 
squares or yardage. To date, our group efforts have result-
ed in about 60 finished bed-size quilts for Sandy victims.
 To help fund this and other Guild charity projects, in 
June we held a special raffle for a beautiful Carpenter’s 
Wheel quilt made from a 1930s pieced top donated by 
Virginia Dorris and machine-quilted by Sylvia Hernandez.
 Many people are still feeling the effects of Sandy’s 
aftermath and we want to offer quilts to as many as are in 
need. Additionally, we would like to broaden the scope of 
our effort—which we’re now calling the “Comfort Quilts 
Project”—and be able to maintain a ready inventory of 
quilts for people affected by a natural disaster or any who 
suffer a similar loss or tragedy.

Ronald McDonald Pillowcase Project
Janet Finello heads up this effort. Here is her report:

The Ronald McDonald pillowcase project began in 2010. 
We began the project after I learned of the 1 Million  
Pillowcase Project and asked at a guild meeting if the 

Herbert Lawrence lost his home in Mystic Islands, Little Egg Harbor, NJ, 
to Sandy. He is shown here in his new apartment with his Sandy quilt. 
His daughter, Deirdre Lawrence, says he loves it and is most grateful.

Brooklyn Quilters Guild Quilts for the Community
b y  M A r t H A  M C d o n A L d

continued on next page



 • December 2013 – 149
 • December 2014 – 146
 • Currently on hand for December 2015 delivery - 82
  
 We time the deliveries for holiday distribution and 
the staff keeps the excess for distribution as new families 
and children arrive.
 The pillowcases are bright and many feature novelty 
fabrics – something the children will find cheerful. We 
make standard-size pillowcases. There are good patterns 
with illustrations and instructions on the web. Find one 
at nancysnotions.com and put “free pillowcase pattern” 
in the search bar. When that page comes up, click on 
“download free project sheet” at the top of the page. 
 Another useful website is allpeoplequilt.com. Find 
the “1 Million Pillowcase Challenge” box and click on 
“make a pillowcase.”  Choose either the “basic pattern” 
or the “roll it up pattern.” Step-by-step instructions with 
pictures are provided and there is also a video showing 
how to make the pillowcase. I like the “roll it up” pattern 
but I do not make the trim. 

GB Games/ Car Show/ Street Fair
More news from Sara Vinson: 
on August 2, 2015, our guild had a tent set up with lots 
of items for sale and a lovely 
raffle quilt. it was a great af-
ternoon with lots of fun.  
 A very special thank you 
to Carol Lieberman, Mary  
Finn and Maura Pinnavaia, 
who spent the afternoon 
working with me. Kathy  
Terwilliger won the raffle quilt and many small items 
were sold.
 We raised $422 for the raffle quilt and $392 on small 
items giving us the grand total of $814 for the afternoon. 
Thank you to all the members who made and donated 
the small items. Items that were not sold will be held for 
the booth at our show.   v
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membership was interested in joining this effort. The 
next step was a call to Ronald McDonald House (RMD) in  
Manhattan to propose an offer to them as our partner.  
The RMD is located at 405 east 73rd Street in Manhattan.  
They are an 80-room residential facility for families of 
children aged 5-12 being treated in NyC hospitals for  
cancer. Families are referred to the facility by the hospitals.  
Since July of 2010, Jane Harris and I have made the follow-
ing deliveries: 
 • July 2010 – 130 pillowcases
 • December 2010 – 143 
 • December 2011 – 179
 • December 2012 – 150

Quilts for the Community, continued

Two of the many Sandy quilts made and donated to storm victims.

http://www.allpeoplequilt.com
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valerie:  I appreciate the opportunity to examine the 
other quilters’ work in detail and follow as it develops 
over time. When I joined the group I had a number of ideas 
about pieces I wanted to make, and received the inspira-
tion I needed to get started. Having an appreciative audi-
ence is wonderful – and so is the opportunity to receive 
guidance and suggestions when I get stuck at a particular 
point in the process of making real what is in my head.

The round robin we are working on is incredibly exciting. 
We all take very seriously the responsibility of adding our 
own work, which reflects our own artistic vision and our 
own technique, and having it remain in respectful 
                       harmony with what we have received.

An Art Quilter’s Critique Group 
b y  M A d i  A P P e L L

B O u T  F I V E  Y E A R S  A G O  R u B Y  A N D  J O E 
Horansky invited ellen Piccolo and me to 
join them to form a critique group to 

discuss our quilting works. It was the beginning of a 
fun and fascinating adventure. Valerie Turer joined 
our group about a year and a half ago.

Meetings
At first, we met at each other’s homes and gradually shifted 
to meeting in a diner; and finally we began to meet at the 
second-floor dining area of Whole Foods in Park Slope. The 
light there is excellent and there is plenty of room for us to 
view and analyze each other’s works.
 On average we meet every six weeks but we keep the 
schedule fluid to adjust for the members’ availability. We try 
to insure that all of us are present at every meeting. Each  
session lasts about two hours.

How the meetings function
The goals of the meetings are to share our progress on  
particular works and to get feedback on design, color and 
techniques used in the work. We value each other’s opinions 
and suggestions as well as expertise in helping us solve  
design and technique issues that we grapple with.
 Ruby takes a leadership role to assure that each member 
has adequate time to present his or her work and receive  
feedback.

Accomplishments
Over the years we have developed challenges that we
participate in, in addition to continuing to discuss
our individual works.
 The original four members have had a show at  
the Brooklyn Lifelong Learning (retirement program  
at Brooklyn College) Gallery in Boylan Hall. We self-
published a book that Ellen designed to commemorate 
the exhibition.
 One of the round robin group projects that we 
made was exhibited at the Vermont Quilt Festival and 
at an art gallery in Park Slope.  v

A
ellen:  The group motivates me to think 
outside of my box, and inspires me to work.

Madi:  It motivates me to take my work seriously.  
I prepare for the meetings by having a work  
whether finished or in progress to show the group. 

i have learned new skills in finishing my quilts from 
other members of the group. I enjoy sharing my 
own discoveries in techniques with the group.

I don’t feel isolated as a quilt artist. I enjoy getting  
feedback about my work and giving feedback to 
the members of the group. I am in awe of the 
other members’ work. Their enthusiasm about 
their work is infectious!

Joe:  i feel that the group has opened my mind to different 
ways of working, designing and using color because we each 
work in different ways using color and method. i feel that we 
really do a good job in our critique of one another.

ruby:  i find myself using ideas and techniques 
that are new to me, and this frees and inspires me.
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Art Quilt Show:
Call for Entries
tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

T H E  W A Y N E  A R T  C E N T E R  I N  S u B u R B A N 
Philadelphia has announced an entry deadline of 
Sept. 30, 2015, for its Art Quilt elements 2016  
exhibition, to be held March 18 to April 28, 2016,  
at the center in Wayne, Pa.
 “One of the distinctions of our show is our pro-
fessional presentation of art quilts. The exhibition 
has been widely praised by reviewers and artists not 
only for exhibiting the quilts in our gallery settings 
but also for promoting the art quilt as an art form,” 
said Nancy Campbell, the center’s executive director.
 This is the 12th exhibition of this international 
show. More than $3,000 in prizes will be awarded. 
All entries must be for sale, and must have been 
completed after Jan. 1, 2013. There is no limit on size. 
They must be innovative and original in design. Work 
derivative of other quilt artists or work created in a 
workshop with the collaboration of an instructor is 
not acceptable. 
 All entries are to be submitted online, and a  
fee of $45 covers three entries. A late entry date of 
oct. 5 is available with a fee of $65 for up to three 
quilts. More info at www.artquiltelements.org. 

Note that two quilt shows in the Show List also are  
seeking entries – an opportunity to show your quilts. 

Wounded Warriors Return 
to Rockaway
b y  s A r A H  v i n s o n

N  J u ly  8 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  A N o T H e R  G R o u P  o F 
Wounded Warriors arrived on the Rockaway 
Peninsula for a fun-filled weekend.  The parade 

passed through different areas with a warm welcome 
by many people in red, white and blue, waving flags and 
cheering them on. What a sight to see!!!!
 During the weekend they get to try several adaptive 
sports, including scuba diving, surfing, kayaking, stand-
up paddle and water ski. There are fishing trips, boats 
rides and dinners. Saturday the Wounded Warriors are 
the honored guests at the Rockaway Athletes Fundraiser.
 Once again the Brooklyn Quilters Guild showed their 
support by making and donating a quilt for each of the 

Wounded Warriors. 
Kathy Clarke and I 
delivered 80 quilts 
that day, with the 
extras going back 
to Walter Reed 
Hospital for those 
who were unable to 
make the weekend.
 A very big thank 

you to all of our members who made our donation pos-
sible. It truly is wonderful and certainly a worthy cause.   v
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“I discovered that I can use regular paper clips of 
any size when I fold over my binding to hand stitch 
it to the back of the quilt. This way I don’t get 
scratched with pins or have to go out and purchase 
anything special to do the job.”

~ Alice Braziller

Sew Smart
September quilt tip

http://www.artquiltelements.org
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Minutes of the executive board
brooklyn Quilters guild – May 16, 2015

in Attendance: 
Madonna Connor, Wendy Menard, Mary-Alice Beinert, Robin 
Strauss, Alice Braziller, Susan Sato, Carol lieberman

treasurer’s report
4/19- 5/16/15*

Assets
Checking Account  $4,434.28
Leni Abel Fund $4,762.48
Petty Cash $200.00

totAL CAsH/Assets  $9,396.76

Liabilities
Credit Card $21.76

net Assets And LiAbiLities $9,375.00

income
Raffles   $594.00
  (Meeting raffles $304; CATS raffle $225)
Pole Rental $350.00
Vendors  $75.00
Fees and Dues   $35.00
Interest  $.21

totAL inCoMe  $1,054.21

expenses
Printing   $218.09 
includes 1 month of Bee
Raffle quilt for 2016 show $152.04
Speakers   $300.00 
  (Susan Sato)
Computer Software  $21.76 
  (anti-virus software for Guild laptop)
Website support   $150.00
Straps for poles  $77.87
Meeting Set-up $40.00
Charitable Projects 

totAL exPenses $1,219.69

Mary-Alice is going to purchase a flash drive to use as a back-up for 
our accounting files.

Mary-Alice also presented a budget estimate for next year.  in order 
to offset the expense of next year’s show, Susan Sato suggested (as 
has been suggested before) that we try to get our Bee printing ex-
penditure down for next year; we will use the membership renewal 
form to alert members that a paperless option is available and to 
make email the default option for Bee delivery. All members should 
receive the Bee by email unless they don’t use a computer or have 

vision issues.  An idea to generate an income was to promote rental 
of our show poles.  A guild in New Jersey wants to rent our poles, 
and will pay unbilled rental from 2013 as well.

Sylvia H. is going to speak to our accountant about filing a 990 form 
for this fiscal year (ending next month) and to find out his fee for 
the annual review of the Guild books.

2016 show
The first show meeting  will be held on Tuesday, June 16, from 6-9 
at Methodist Hospital (Lyn Hill will be providing us with a meeting 
room).  This will be announced to the membership.

Sarah Vinson presented the idea of the Guild having a table at the 
Gerritsen Beach games with a raffle quilt and small handmade 
items for sale.  The event is at the end of August.  Sarah will run the 
event; she just needs volunteers to help out.  The event will raise 
money for the guild, and will also promote the Guild and our show 
next year.  Alice Braziller suggested that the raffle quilt might be 
made out of June Block of the Month blocks; she will try to generate 
a lot of participation.  The block is simple and should be appealing.

The Silent Auction money from next year’s show will go to sup-
port Guild charity operations: ABC quilts, Wounded Warriors quilts, 
CATS (Comfort After the Storm).

Programs
Today’s program is the Leni Abel Susan Sato workshop.

June - Member’s potluck.  Mara lurie’s plan is for members to bring 
food; she has broken down what members should bring according 
the first letter of their last name: beverages, A and B; appetizers 
C through L; main dishes letters M through R, and dessert for S 
through Z.  We will serving food around 10:30, start the meeting a 
little later, and then finish eating afterwards.  All food suggestions 
and guidelines will be published in the Bee.

other items
The quilts for the small quilt challenge are due September 19th 
at the meeting. The quilts will be shown at the Windsor Terrace 
library.  The lefferts House will show the Celebration quilts from 
November 1-9, and at the Guild show next year. Quilts must be  
20” x 20” with a label and a sleeve.

Guild elections will be held next month. Correction to ballots: 
Wendy Menard can only serve one more year as recording secretary; 
she has already served 3 years.

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Menard
Recording Secretary



10 Pennsylvania national Quilt extravaganza xxii, sept. 17-20 in oaks, PA.
A Mancuso show at the Greater Philadelphia expo Center. More than 600 quilts and garments on 
display; workshops, lectures, free demos, merchants mall of about 200 booths. Thurs.-Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-4. Admission $14 includes re-admit, $12 for Sunday only. No rolling carts allowed on show 
floor. For GPS users: 1601 egypt Rd., Phoenixville, PA 19460. info: www.quiltfest.com.

22nd bennington Quiltfest, sept, 19-20.
Presented by Quiet Valley Quilters’ Guild  at Mount Anthony union Middle School, 747 east Road, Bennington, VT.  
New and vintage quilts, raffle, demonstrations, vendors, food. Admission $7, under 12 free.  
Info: www.benningtonquiltfest.com.   

Airing of the Quilts, sept. 19.
Across Schoharie County, Ny, 9 – 5; rain date Sept. 20. Second Annual Airing of the Quilts, sponsored by Schoharie 
County Quilt Barn Trail. Drive the county and admire the 80+ quilt barn blocks on display as well as see real quilts airing 
on clothes lines, porches, businesses, etc. Free. Schoharie is a rural county west of Albany, adjacent to Albany County. 
Info: http://business.schohariechamber.com/events/details/airing-of-the-quilts-09-19-2015-5442. Note: this conflicts with 
our September Guild meeting.

Quilters take Manhattan, sept. 25-27.
Fashion institute of Technology. Headliner Ricky Tims. Not a show, but series of quilt-related outings, 
events, talks. Advance tickets required; various prices. Info: www.QuiltAlliance.org.

dutchess Heritage Quilt show xvii: Changing times, oct. 10-11, in Poughkeepsie, ny.
Judged quilt show, merchants mall, lectures, workshops, guest speaker and teacher Karen Eckmeier. At Dutchess Com-
munity College. 53 Pendell Rd. Hours 10-5 both days. Admission $6 adults, $5 seniors and students. Quilt entries solic-
ited: Registrations are due Sept. 24.  Info and registration forms: www.dHQuiltshow.org.

Quilting Up A storm Quilt show, oct. 16-18, tuckahoe, nJ. 
Presented by South Shore Stitchers, upper Township Community Center, 1790 Route 50,  
Tuckahoe, NJ 08250. Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 11 – 3; Admission $7, children under 12 free,  
Info: www.southshorestitchers.com.

Harvest Quilt show, oct. 24-25 in Avon, Ct. 
Show entries sought, both new and antique quilts. Vendors also wanted. For entry forms and info: www.avon-church.org. 
At Avon Congregational Church, 6 West Main St. (corner of Rt. 10 & Rt. 44), 200 quilts on display, vendors, raffles, cafe; 
hours:  Saturday 10-5; Sunday noon – 5; admission $8. info or questions, contact Susan elliott at 860-658-0863 or  
shselliott@sbcglobal.net.

international Quilt Festival Houston 2015, oct. 29-nov. 1. 
A profusion of quilts, vendors, classes, and all things quilting. Preceded by international Quilt Market/Houston on  
oct. 24-26. info: www.quilts.com. 

Celebration of Quilts 2015, nov. 6-7. 
Allendale, NJ. Judged show presented by Brownstone Quilters Guild, at Northern Highlands Regional 
High School, 298 Hillside Ave. Quilts, vendors, raffles, food. Hours: 10-5 both days; admission: $8.  
Info: www.brownstonequilters.com.

Quilt Shows, Festivals, extravaganzas
C o M P i L e d  b y  M A r t H A  M U s g r o v e

http://www.quiltfest.com
http://www.benningtonquiltfest.com
http://business.schohariechamber.com/events/details/airing-of-the-quilts-09-19-2015-5442
www.QuiltAlliance.org
www.DHQuiltShow.org
http://www.southshorestitchers.com.
http://www.avon-church.org
http://www.quilts.com
http://www.brownstonequilters.com


of the 23 drawings and with 
a little prodding we got the 
remaining four.
 I decided that the most 
fitting assembly of the  
drawings would be to frame 
the children’s work and do a 
simple border to complete the 
project. Merrie Handfinger was 
kind enough to do machine 
embroidery in the remaining 
two blocks, an appropriate 
saying in one and a thank you 

from students and parents in the other. I chose primary 
colors as my fabrics because they worked best with 
students pictures. For the outer border and back, I found 
pencil fabric that was very sweet.
 We gave Mrs. Garnett her quilt on Field Day, because 
all of the children and parents were together. I will never 
forget the look on her face when she saw the quilt. As I 
looked around at the faces of the students and parents I 
realized how proud they were to be part of this special gift. 
lots of tears were final proof of the emotional connection 
that everyone experienced.
 I highly recommend using your quilting skills to  
spearhead a communal project. It is satisfying to every 
participant and an enormous, emotional gift for the  
recipient. The icing on the cake for us was the thank you 
note that we received. Mrs. Garnett took a picture of the 
quilt and had Shutterfly make cards, which she hand wrote 
to each and every participant. Nothing could have made  
us happier!   v

Quilting, Teaching and Grandmothering
b y  J o y C e  C r U P i

T  D o e S  N o T  o F T e N  H A P P e N  T H AT  T H R E E 
important facets of your life intersect. When it does it 
can be so special! For me, quilting, teaching and grand-

mothering were brought together in the most satisfying 
experience.
 My grandson, James, started public school this year. 
Every day he would come home and tell us, with delight, 
all of the wonderful things that his teacher did that day.  
It was clear that he loved his teacher and was developing  
a zest for learning. i have the pleasure of picking James 
up at school on occasion. One day, I not only greeted his 
teacher, but asked a question about how to do a particular 
math exercise. She graciously answered my question and 
during our conversation she mentioned that she would be 
retiring in June. As a retired teacher myself, it occurred to 

me that Mrs. Garnett had probably touched the lives of 
hundreds of students in the most positive way and decided 
that attention should be paid to this special teacher.
 I asked my daughter if she would work with me to  
create a quilt made of drawings by each student in the 
class. We made up kits for each student containing paper 
backed fabric, fabric crayons and an instruction sheet. We 
asked that the drawing be related to the teacher and the 
class and drew a rectangle on the fabric in which the child 
could print their name. Since this was a big secret the  
parents would quietly hand completed blocks to my 
daughter or the paraprofessional, who was so glad to be 
a part of this endeavor. By the given deadline we had 19 

I

Mrs. Garnett with James

Unveiling the quilt on Field Day
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Sew Know: Focus on Wedge Rulers
b y  M A r C i e  b r e n n e r ,  M C s e

H E  N E W  B E E  E D I T O R  S u G G E S T E D  
that i write an article on the different rotary  
rulers that are available, to give you more design  

options when creating quilts. She also asked if I would  
include photos of quilts I’ve made using said templates. 
It’s a tough assignment, but somebody’s got to do it. I’m 
joking! I love playing with my toys, always looking for  
new ones. Now I have another excuse, thank you!
 I thought I’d start with wedge rulers. Most quilters are 
familiar with Dresden Plates, which can have a several  

edge finishes: 
petal, pointed and 
blunt. Dresden  
patterns can be 
full or partial 
plates, the ¼  
version being a 
fan. There has 
been an explosion 
of wedge rulers 
on the market, 
allowing quilters 
to create circular 
quilts up to 70” 

in diameter, using as is or then building around them.
 The basic principle behind these templates is that a 
circle is 360 degrees. You can divide this in many ways 
to get a whole number of pieces. i found 15 different 
degreed rulers, from 9 to 60 degrees. Many can be used 
together, giving even more creative options. Cheryl  
Phillips, from Phillips Fiber Arts, has been a main driving 
force behind the wedge movement, creating new rulers  
and patterns. She has introduced the Squedge, which 

combines a wedge 
with a corner  
edge so that the 
resulting block has 
squared corners. 
  Another 
consideration to 
be explored is the 
angle at which the 
pieces will be cut: 

straight, 45 or 60 degree, then add the option of them  
all going in the same direction or varying them. OH! The 
design possibilities. I’m doing a Spiral Christmas Tree 

T

Marcie is owner of Sew Beary Special, a quilt shop in Brooklyn, 
open by appointment. Reach her at 718-951-3973.

Skirt Workshop at the 
Annie’s Craft Festival  
using a 10-degree 
wedge ruler, 4 differ- 
ent strata to create  
the bargello effect,  
cut straight.
 The medallion I 
created for the Guild’s 
2010 raffle quilt had 
fabric strips of various 
widths sewn together 
and then cut with a  
9-degree template at a 45-degree angle, with ½ to the 
right and ½ to the left to create points. My show quilt for 
2012 was from striped fabric cut at the same 45-degree 
angle with the same 9-degree. i used a 9-degree ruler to 
make a double wallhanging for my daughter’s wedding 
business and a 10-degree wedge to create the wedding ring 
on her chuppah in 2013, with the motifs centered on each 
wedge, a little obsessive.    
 Start to challenge yourself, there is so much more to 
explore.   v

Spiral Christmas Tree Skirt uses a 10-degree 
wedge ruler.

My 2012 show quilt was cut at a 45-degree 
angle with a 9-degree ruler.

Center of the Guild’s 2010 raffle quilt.

A 10-degree wedge created the wedding ring on my daughter’s chuppah.



FAbriC: Pull out your scraps and leftover strips  of red fabric. they can contain other colors, but should read primarily  
as red. dark red, bright red, ketchup red, prints with reds. they can veer into the pinky-reds, the red-oranges, the purple-reds. 
Make sure to include some contrast -- lights and darks. Have some stripes? Yay, throw them in. now gather some white  
fabrics. this is your palette and it is time to play! Keep your blocks juicy, happy and bright! think children and happiness! 

tHe goAL:   Starting with a 2” center square or larger, add five or more rounds of borders. Each a different color of red  
or white. Each a different width -- skinny, fat, or medium -- change it up. Each block should have at least one round of white.  
n	 The final block should measure 12.5” n	 1/4” seams n		 Press all seams away from center

BO M
t t t t t t t t t t t t t t

S e p t e M B e r  2 0 1 5
C e l e B r a t i n g  r e D !
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step 1:  Cut one center square 
of a red fabric, 2” square (or 
larger).

step 2:  add a border all 
around the square using a 
strip of fabric 2 as follows:

step 4:  Start your third 
round with fabric 4. Just as  
in previous rounds, add a 
strip to the two opposite 
sides. Press seams away from 
center. add fabric 4 strips 
to the two remaining sides. 
Press seams to outside and 
trim to square-up block.

step 5:  Start your fourth 
round with fabric 4. Proceed 
as before.

step 6:  Start your fifth round 
with fabric 5. Same as before 
-- this is the final round. Trim 
block to 12.5.

tiPs:
Mix up the values and patterns. 
Put contrast in your block.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cut a striped fabric across the 
stripe to create more pattern 
and give it energy. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Some sample measurements 
for your center and border 
strips that will end you with a 
13” block. this can be trimmed 
down to 12.5”.  I find I need the 
extra 1/2” due to the squaring 
up between rounds:
Center square: 2”
border width A: 2”
border width b: 1”
border width C: 1.25”
border width d: 1.5”
border width e: 2.25”

this year the block of the month celebrates the rainbow! we 
are going to be inspired by and immersed in color. each month’s 
block is designed to be fun and saturated by one CoLor and lots 
of it! Participate each month and you might even make a dent  
in your scraps. time to get playing and start sewing. the blocks 
will be perfect for children’s quilts, AbC quilts, happy quilts! 

Sew Know: Focus on Wedge Rulers
b y  M A r C i e  b r e n n e r ,  M C s e

First attach fabric 2 to two 
opposite sides. Press all 
seams away from center. 
add fabric 2 strips to the two 
remaining sides, press again 
outwards. trim as needed to 
maintain a nice square block.

step 3:  Start another round 
with fabric 3. (don’t forget to 
change up the fabric widths 
of the rounds.) add a strip to 
the two opposite sides. Press 
seams away from center. add 
fabric 3 strips to the two 
remaining sides. Press seams 
outwards and again, trim to 
square-up block.
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We do the cutting for you!
n	 Pre-cut kits created by Susan
n	 Sashiko supplies
n	 Silk fabric
n	 Japanese fabric
n	 Ribbons
n	 Classes
n	 Private Lessons
www.easypiecing.com
easypiecing@gmail.com

Black Lives Matter  
Improvisational quilt by Robin Strauss

The Improv Handbook for  
Modern Quilters: A Guide to  
Creating, Quilting, and Living 
Courageously
A U t H o r :  s H e r r i  L .  w o o d

The Improv Handbook for Modern Quilters: A Guide to 
Creating, Quilting and Living Courageously, by Sherri 
lynn Wood, is a must-read for quilters who want to 
break free of traditional patterns and step-by-step 
instructions. Instead, Sherri Lynn’s focus on the “pro-
cess” of quilt making offers the reader a truly wonderful 
opportunity to design and create quilts from the heart 
— ones that represent the unique story they want to 
tell through quilt making. The author provides “scores” 
and “exercises” that help guide quilters through their 
journey of artistic self-expression and self-discovery as 
well as provide ideas on how best to use color and draw 
on one’s intuitive self.  The “ Improv” book will help you 
find the quilter within. While it can seem a bit scary to 
let go of traditional rules of quilt-making as we’ve all 
learned them, finding your own quilt making voice is 
truly an exhilarating experience.   ~Robin Strauss

b o o K  r e v i e w

Harvey’s
Sew Right Sewing Machines

There’s a reason why we’re 
the “best reviewed,
most recommended”

Sewing Machine Dealer
in New York

The Best Repairs ✂ The Best Selection
The Most Knowledgeable Staff
And integrity and trust built up

over the last 42 years
Unmatched Sales & Service on

Bernina...Baby Lock...Husqvarna Viking...Juki
Repairs, parts & accessories for all makes

223-20 Union Tpke
Bayside, Queens, NY 11364

718-468-5858 www.sewright.com
Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5 Closed Sundays & Mondays until the fall

***Brooklyn Guild Member Savings***
Save 10% off regular priced

  Notions & Fabric purchases over $20
15% off Repair labor

on the absolute best sewing machine repairs
Over 1100 bolts of cotton fabric

quilting supplies, rulers, threads, batting & more

“Celebration” Quilts at Lefferts 
Historic House
M A R I A  C A R R A S C O  AT  L E F F E R T S  H A S  C O N -
firmed the dates for the exhibition of our 2014 Challenge, 

“Celebration.”  They will be displayed November 1-29, 2015.   

If you made a quilt for last year’s “Celebration” exhibit at the 

Windsor Terrace branch library and wish it to be shown again 

at lefferts, please contact Valerie Turer (har.val@verizon.net) 

or Eileen Anderson (eileen.in.bklyn@gmail.com).  Valerie and 

Eileen will need your “Celebration” quilt by the September 

Guild meeting.
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materials, Classes and machines for the inspired maker 
store hours : mon - Fri 12 - 7, sat 12 - 6, sun 12 - 5 

128 union street, Brooklyn, new york 11231   •    www.brooklyngeneral.com

http://www.craftingontheplaza.com
http://www.brooklyngeneral.com


The Brooklyn Bee

the brooklyn 

Quilters Guild

Po Box 90790

Fort Hamilton Station

Brooklyn, nY 11209

www.quiltbrooklyn.org

Visit The City Quilter’s New

NYC Boutique
Lined Raincoats 
Little Girl Dresses

Tote Bags
Subway Map PJ’s

Grand Central Night Shirt
All made with our exclusive NYC fabrics

http://www.www.quiltbrooklyn.org

