


A Quilt and a Community
H E N  J A N E  S T I C K L E  C O M P L E T E D  H E R 
masterful quilt, she never could have imagined 
the forces she put into motion. One vital detail 

Jane included — which made all the difference — was she 
signed and dated her quilt. Had she neglected this, would 
the Midwesterner who came upon the quilt have been 
able to track Jane’s history and go on to donate the quilt 
to Jane’s local museum in Bennington, Vermont, where it 
resides today?
 The “Dear Jane” quilt is complex and beautiful. It has 
inspired friendship and community. There are Dear Jane 
books, computer programs, classes, bees, along with ex-
tensive online forums, websites, and blogs, where one can 
get help, participate in block exchanges, and post block by 
block progress.  
 Within our guild we have several resident “Janiacs.” One 
BQG member and Dear Jane enthusiast, Anna Foss, told 
me of the outpouring of support she received from around 
the world from other Dear Jane quilters after 9/11, and this 
after joining a Dear Jane group just one month before. She 
in turn shared her support to other Dear Jane quilters,  
including a terminally ill quilter who was losing her sight 
and could not complete her quilt. Anna volunteered to 
piece her blocks together, another Dear Jane quilter in 
Alaska then machine quilted it, and yet another in Califor-
nia bound and delivered it to the woman.
 Come prepared for the workshop in January led by Joyce 
and Madi. Meet Jane. You might just find yourself smitten!
~Margaret Marcy Emerson
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Dear Jane
L E N N I  A B E L  A N N U A L  W O R K S H O P
There is no better way to spend a cold January af-
ternoon than sharing the beauty, history, and tech-
niques of the famed Dear Jane quilt.  Madi Appell 
and Joyce Crupi will share the story of this mag-
nificent work of art and teach several techniques 
that will enable you to do a Jane quilt of your own.  
Come join us for some hand sewing, companion-
ship, and snacks.  

The workshop will be held January 16, after the guild 
meeting. It should run approximately an hour and a 
half.  Bring a light lunch. 

Suggested supply list:
n	 Several small pieces of fabric  (including  
	 a	white	or	off	white)
n	 Needles
n	 Thread
n	 Scissors – paper and fabric
n	 Pencil
n	 Small ruler
n	 Pins

A modern “Baby Jane”

“Creating a Dear Jane quilt is 
like climbing Mount Everest ! 
You know it can be done, but 
can you do it ?”  
—M. Walker
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The original Dear Jane quilt










